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President’s Message

As you may know, the past
presidents of the club met in an
emergency meeting to discuss
what could be done after the
board voted to rescind the plan
to have al Gig Harbor Lions
meet on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month at 7 A.M.
The consensus of the past presi-

dents was that there were no
members who would or could step up into leadership
positions with the exception of Sandy Bradley. After
some behind-the-scenes discussions with members of
both groups it was agreed to once again make a motion
to go back to the original one-club plan with meetings
on 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7 A.M. at Madrona Links,
beginning in July. This motion was brought to the
board on Thursday and after some lengthy discussion
the motion passed by a vote of eight to three. Under
this plan, John Kirry has agreed to step up to President
next year, Bill McMonnies will be 1st Vice President
and Sandy Bradley will step up to 2nd Vice President.
The 3rd Vice President position may be |eft open.

| have appointed a nominating committee consist-
ing of Marilyn Jacobs, Van Manning, Bob Moore and
John Kirry. They will be looking for candidates for the
board and other offices. If you are interested in serv-
ing in any of these positions please let the committee
know.

Now that this big issue is settled the plans to re-
cruit new members from the business community can
go forward. Thisis an exciting prospect. New mem-
bers will bring new energy, fresh ideas, and greater
connection to the community. Bill McMonnies and
John Kirry will be spearheading this recruitment ef-
fort.

Here is some more exciting news, Joe Morales has
found a space to house our satellite eyeglass recycling
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Jonathon White, a public relations spokesman for
Peninsula Light, is going to continue enlightening us on
the differences among the successive labeled genera-
tions of youngsters coming of age since al of us have
grown up. He spoke to us two or three years ago on the
same topic, and it will be interesting to learn whether
we remember what he told us then, or if new informa
tion has been discovered and we will have to add that to
what we heard before. He is an entertaining and infor-
mative speaker.

Last Meeting

Beth Rivard, Executive Director of Prison Pet Part-
nership Program, brought a handsome, happy, and lazy
Labrador to demonstrate for us how local women
prison inmates train such animals to become important
partners for people with mobility problems. The dogs
get 12 months of intensive training with a single inmate
instructor. Inmates also learn to groom and care for the
animals and run a kennel service inside the walls. Beth
also told us that inmates who participate in the program
have a substantialy lower rate of breaking the law
again after they get out.

Because some of the training necessary for the
dogs has to happen outside of the prison, outside volun-
teers are always needed
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center. It has been generously donated to us by the
Gateway Pointe Business Park in one of their buildings
overlooking the toll booths. Now we can begin to fur-
nish our space and soon it will be ready to keep all of us
busy with sorting and cleaning glasses for our entire
district.

Our newest member, Dick Dickson, has stepped in
to organize the Live Successfully With Low Vision
Seminar this year. The date is set for April 24 at the
Methodist Church. He will need a number of volun-
teers to help make this a very successful event. Please
be prepared to lend a hand.

Here' saletter from John Kirry
aspresident of NWLERC

48,972 and Counting...
“| can’'t do everything, but | can do something.”

One of the privileges of being President of
NWLERC isto carry our message to clubs, zones, and
other organizations, near and far. On one of those occa
sions recently, | was introduced to Harry and Wanda
Thornton of the Lacey Lamplighters Lions. Harry and
Wanda truly represent the Helen Keller spirit of “I can’t
do everything, but | can do something,” and their story
of persistence is a rea inspiration to volunteers every-
where.

Many of you may know Harry and Wanda; they
have been in the Lamplighters since 1996 and a few
years ago Jacqueline Pratt did an article on them for an
earlier NWLERC newsdletter. Harry and Wanda have a
single focus. eyeglass collecting. What you may not
know—and what | found out at that meeting—is that
Harry and Wanda are responsible for collecting 48,972
pairs of eyeglasses for NWLERC over the last 12 years.
Their story bears repeating, primarily to underscore the
point that while they might not be able to do every-
thing, they certainly have found their “something.”
Forty eight thousand, nine hundred and seventy two is
an astonishing number of glasses.

Looking at our collection statistics, we have many
large clubs who send 200, 500, or even 2,500 pairs of
glasses in a given year. These are significant numbers,
but Harry and Wanda of the Lacey Lamplighters some-
times bring in 7,000 pairs ayear. Just the two of them.

This relentless couple has about 25 donation sites
they tend regularly. They have drop-boxes at senior
centers, doctors offices, bowling alleys, thrift stores,
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Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter Dedicates
“Gift of Sight” Statue at Lions Clubs International
Headquarters in Recognition of Lions’ Blindness
Prevention Efforts

Former U.S. President Jmmy Carter dedicated a
“Gift of Sight” statue on Tuesday, January 27, at Lions
Clubs International headquarters. The statue symbolizes
Lions Clubs International Foundation’s (LCIF's) ongo-
ing collaborative efforts to combat preventable blind-
ness and is a gift to Lions from The Carter Center.

The bronze statue depicts a child leading a man
blinded by river blindness. For hundreds of years, a
child leading a blind elder has been the fate of families
stricken with river blindness or onchocerciasis, in Af-
ricaand Latin America.

The dedication of the statue was part of a two-day
symposium at Lions Clubs Internationa headquarters
where leading sight and health organizations from
around the world gathered to discuss positive youth de-
velopment and blindness prevention. A Lions club
member, President Carter has long joined Lions in their
fight to save and restore sight.

“Rosalynn and | have seen the devastating effects
that blinding diseases have on individuals and their
families. The Carter Center and Lions Clubs Interna
tional Foundation, along with other vital partners, are
working to preserve the vision of millions of peoplein
Africa and the Americas,” said Carter Center founder
Carter. “Thanks to these coordinated efforts, river
blindness is nearly eliminated from the Western Hemi-
sphere.”

LCIF recently completed a three-year global fund-
raising campaign, raising $203 million to continue and
expand LCIF's SightFirst program worldwide. Fifty
million dollars will fund projects to combat emerging
threats to sight in the U.S. and other developed coun-
tries, such as conditions related to diabetes, low vision,
and glaucoma. More than $100 million will support
programs that control and eliminate the major causes of
blindness, such as river blindness, cataract, and tra-
choma. The remaining $50+ million will support new
research initiatives and rehabilitation.

LCIF has a long history of partnering with The
Carter Center and Merck & Co., Inc., to fight river
blindness. Through these joint efforts, experts predict
river blindness will be eliminated n Latin America by
the year 2012....

Currently, river blindness is prevalent in Latin
America and Africa and is transmitted by the bite of a

(Carter, continued on page 3)
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Treasurer Bill Arness reported that our calendar
sales this year have netted the club about $5,000. The
remaining calendars will be handed out free with the
hope that people who get them will be willing to send
the club a donation in the envel opes enclosed in the cal-
endar.

Joy Melgard reminded us that Madelyn Garrison is
at Manor Care recovering from a broken hip and may
be there for awhile.

Bob Wagers proposed that the morning branch be
dissolved as of July 1 and that The Gig Harbor Lions
club begin meeting at 7 A.M. on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month at the Madrona Links Golf
Course Restaurant. His proposal aso provided for asin-
gle monthly board meeting at atime and place to be de-
termined in the near future. After painful discussion,
the mgjority of the board members concluded that the
survival of the noon club asit now existsis unlikely.

Marilyn Jacobs told the board that she has not been
able to conclude a dea with The Inn for the roast we
have planned for this fall. She is continuing her search
for an appropriate place.

The board decided not to pay $100 for a booth at
the Maritime Gig, but to have a table at the Lions
Health Van.

Marilyn Jacobs will chair the nominating commit-
tee for the forthcoming election of officers.

(Carter, continued from page 2)

black fly. The disease is often blinding, but can be
treated through medication. Merck has donated 600
million doses of this medicine through its MECTIZAN
Donation Program to LCIF and other partners and LCIF
has awarded more than $30 million to The Carter Cen-
ter for river blindness and other eye disease control pro-
grams through the Lions-Carter Center SightFirst Initia-
tive. Lions play avital local role in the programs, help-
ing educate people on the diseases, distributing the
drug, and providing the eye health training and equip-
ment.

(Kirry, continued from page 2)

grocery stores and many other locations. In addition to
the glasses, they have aso retrieved other things from
the collection boxes, such as 28,000 glass cases, 707
hearing aids, lots of loose change, photos, and even a
credit card.

Many who know Harry fondly say he has the “gift of
gab,” since he can come into an office or retail busi-
ness and easily start a conversation with just about
anybody. And the conversation usualy turns to the
importance of Lions and what we do at NWLERC. In
short, Harry and Wanda are great ambassadors and
year after year they contribute their time and talent in
a very focused and meaningful way. They have our
thanks.

| think all of us can be inspired that they have found
their “something.”

“Lions Clubs in the 21st Century,” a newly re-
leased book detailing the history and success of Lions
Clubs International, is now available for purchase
through the association and select online retailers.

Written by Paul Martin and former Lion Magazine
senior editor Robert Kleinfelder, the book traces the de-
velopment of Lions Clubs International from its birth in
1917 at Chicago’'s LaSale Hotd through its growth
into a globally recognized humanitarian and service or-
ganization of 1.3 million members.

“This book is the story of the world's largest vol-
untary service club organization, but it's also a story of
the human spirit,” said Kleinfelder. “The compassion
and self-sacrifice of Lions for 90 years are an inspira
tion. That's what this book is about.”

Published by AuthorHouse in late 2008, the 396-
page book aso delves into the success of the Lions
Clubs International Foundation and the SightFirst pro-
gram and SightFirst II campaign, as well as the advent
of family, cyber, and other new types of clubs.

“Lions Clubs in the 21st Century” is availabe for
purchase through the Club Supplies Department of Li-
ons Clubs International by visiting the club’s web site
(www.lionsclubs.org) or calling 630-571-5466, and
through select online retailers.
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