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Depar tment of Homeland Secur ity 
 
Detective Jeff Shipp of the Tacoma Police Depart-

ment gave us an intimate review of the enormous respon-
sibilities of the Department of Homeland Security. He 
cited violent criminal behavior by groups and individuals 
ranging from biker gangs to lonely shooters to Al Quaida 
supporters that he and his limited staff have to watch for 
and be prepared to intercept. He has traveled over much 
of the world to study how the same kinds of problems are 
being handled abroad, and has speed-dial connections 
with people in other agencies in many locations with 
similar responsibilities. Covert hi-tech intelligence gath-
ering consumes much of his time, and is his specialty. 

October 20, 2008 This issue’s editor: Jim Panks, 253-514-8025 WE SERVE AND WE CARE 

 

�� � President’s Message 
I am delighted to report that at-
tending the Fall Forum re-
minded me of some important 
aspects of working together as 
volunteers. In a fun workshop 
we were asked to “play in a 
sandbox.”  This was an imagi-
nary sandbox in a large open 
space on a gymnasium floor. We 
were asked to dance with our el-
bows, our heads, and with our 

booties and then join up with four others in connecting 
our elbows or heads or booties. We had a lot of laughs 
and we were reminded that making connections with 
others could be fun. Then we did some exercises with 
partners who would respond to a suggestion of an ac-
tivity with “Yes, but . . .”  Next, we were to answer 
with a “Yes.”  And finally we were to answer with a 
“Yes, and . . .”   

We were asked how we felt about each of these 
answers. The “Yes, but”  was a real downer because it 
stopped all action. The “Yes”  answer was better be-
cause we got the person to go along with our sugges-
tion. Finally the “Yes, and”  produced the best feeling 
because when answering with “yes, and . . .”  the per-
son was prompted to add another dimension to the 
suggestion, such as “ Yes, I will go swimming with 
you and I can bring my inner tube so we can also float 
down the river.”    

The lesson here is that if an idea is good it is 
worth building upon regardless of any perceived obsta-
cles, and working together we can overcome these ob-
stacles. Just such a process happened at our retreat fol-
low-up meeting on Thursday, Oct 2nd. We had been 
discussing our concerns about the lack of involvement 
of members and were also recognizing that most of us 
can no longer do the heavy stuff like building wheel-
chair ramps or painting houses. Then Bruce Bugbee 
suggested that the Gig Harbor Lions could become a 

(Interim President’s letter continued on page 2) 
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Membership 
John Kirry and Bill McMonnies will team up to lay 

out a program for helping us sell Lionism to friends, 
neighbors, and strangers. John will make clear what we 
have to offer new members and Bill will tell us how to 
offer it to them. There are lots of reasons to be proud of 
being a Lion; there are lots of people who want to be-
long to a group that is doing good and having fun doing 
it; and there is certainly some way you can become 
comfortable bringing somebody new into our organiza-
tion. 
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Membership is an every-member responsibility – not just of the membership committee. So, if you haven’ t invited 
someone to become a member of the Gig Harbor Lions Club so far this year, the time is now. Give them the gift of 
service in a warm, caring club that has served the needs of the Gig Harbor community for more than 77 years.  

(Continued from page 1) 

hub for collecting eyeglasses from other clubs and then 
sorting them and washing them in preparation to taking 
them to LERC. I had heard this idea before and my 
mind was saying, yes, but we don’ t have a facility and a 
dishwasher. John Kirry said that for now we just need a 
small space and we can take the glasses home and do 
them in our own dishwashers. That opened up the 
whole idea for me. We can start small and think big. In 
fact, Joe Morales said, Yes and we could become a hub 
for our zone and each zone in the district could have 
their own hub. Wow, what a wonderful goal to work 
toward. Joe has since agreed to be chairperson for de-
veloping the idea and will shortly bring a proposal to 
the board. 
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Diane Sabin, Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight 
and Hearing, reported that our local eye bank, estab-
lished in 1969, had set a new record last year, restoring 
sight to almost 1,000 individuals in our Washington, 
Alaska, Northern Idaho, and Montana service area last 
year. Beyond that, we also sent tissue to 33 additional 
states and 25 foreign countries. She says our district 
continues to grow in its service because the percentage 
of Northwest residents who donate cornea tissue upon 
death is far higher than in other parts of the country. 
That practice is the result of our working with hospi-
tals and funeral homes to establish a recover system 
that is studied worldwide. We have created a donor 
culture that stands as a testament to the kind side of 
humanity. 
She says our future growth now needs to be in other 
countries since half the children who become blind in 
developing countries will die within two years. This is 
a level of human misery that SightLife seeks to end. 
She concludes her remarks by saying, “As the service 
organization that gave birth to one of the leading eye 
banks in the world, I urge all clubs and individual Li-
ons of MD19 to put our collective might fully behind 
this mission.”  

Screening Unit Serves Pacific Northwest 
Our local Lions Health Screening Unit made 163 visits 
throughout MD19 in 2007. Ninety-two of those screened 
were schoolchildren. Vision problems were detected for 
almost 4,000 kids. Another 2,500 were found to have 
potential hearing deficiencies. 

Kenya Makes Breakthrough  
in Sight Restoration 

Dr. Daniel Kiage, a Kenyan ophthalmologist who 
trained in India with Dr. Paul Dubord, Chairman of our 
SightLife Board of Trustees, recently sent this letter af-
ter having performed the first two sight-restoring trans-
plants using tissue from local Kenyan donors. “ I am 
pleased to inform you that the Kanubhai Babla Lions 
Eye Bank harvested the first local corneas for transplant 
last Friday, 8th August 2008. The donation was made 
possible by the Hospital Corneal Retrieval program at 
the Aga Khan University Hospital - Nairobi. The cor-
neas were processed in the eye bank and found fit for 
transplant. They were subsequently transplanted in Li-
ons Eye Hospital - Loresho and Aga Khan University 
Hospital respectively this weekend. Dr. Khan and I are 
glad with the new experience of transplanting fresh one-
day-old corneal tissue.”  
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     Our objective is to keep all Lions informed about Lions Club members 
and club activities. We depend on active members to provide content and 
would be happy to have additional members participate in the regular pro-
duction of the Lionaire. 

Jan/Feb      Jim Panks 
Mar/Apr    Jim Panks 
May/June  Bob Wagers 
Jul/Aug     Jim Panks 
Sep/Oct     Jim Panks 
Nov/Dec    Jm Panks 

Treasurer Bill reported that he had received just 
over $1885 of net income from the Second Time 
Around Sale. John Kirry said he expected another $300 
or so yet to come. The treasurer’s report led to an ex-
tended discussion about the future of that important 
source of income. A lot of hours go into planning and 
into manning the sale, and this year most of the work 
has been done by the members of the morning branch. 

John Kirry said that the recent attempt to limit the 
club’s visits to LERC in Lacey to once a month for 
most of the day led to a very small group showing up 
for the last trip. The recent drop in gas prices may make 
it better to return to two trips for shorter days. The dis-
cussion continues. 

John also described his experience with the Project 
Homeless Connect at the Tacoma Dome on October 15, 
where he and other Lions helped about 50 people an 
hour with vision problems get free prescriptions and 
glasses. 

PP Gail urged the board to make sure we connect 
with high school students to continue their support for 
our LERC project. Last year’s crew were reported as 
being the best workers the project had ever had. 

PP Joe said we are looking for a local building 
where some of LERC’s work could be done, which 
might even become a regional facility. We would be 
able to use high school students in such a place. 

Leadership 101 Workshop 
 
This workshop is scheduled for Saturday, Octo-

ber 25, from 8 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. at Greater Lakes 
Mental Health Community Center, 9330 59th Ave 
SW, Lakewood, WA. 98499. 

Leadership 101 is excellent introductory training.
on areas of leadership that you can use in your clubs 
and in your daily life. The curriculum includes com-
ponents like public speaking, meeting and agenda 
management, healthy club inventory, and conflict 
resolution. 

Project Homeless Connect 
John Kirry participated in the October 15 event 

called Project Homeless Connect.  It is in its second 
year at the Tacoma Dome and was an outgrowth of a 
program started back East. Here is his report on the ac-
tivity. 

“While I went primarily to see LERC in action, I 
was very impressed with all the services provided by 
the community. Outside the Dome was the humane so-
ciety giving checkups to pets. Inside the Exhibition Hall 
were dozens of community and governmental groups 
giving assistance to the homeless. Medical, dental, vi-
sion, hygiene, veterans assistance, bus information, job 
placement, housing assistance, HIV screening, and 
many other services were present. 

“As for LERC, our founder Dr Bob Pinson brought 
1000 pairs of non-prescription glasses and sunglasses. 
We also brought a lensometer to check the prescription 
of glasses. Our friends and partners from VOSH 
(Volunteer Optometrics Serving Humanity)  brought 
along the brand new Retinamax II which is co-owned 
by VOSH and LERC. The Retinamax is a portable de-
vice used to determine the prescription needed. An op-
tometrist points the device into the patient’s eyes and 
the prescription is read automatically.  VERY COOL 
STUFF.   

“We had lots of friends volunteering in the vision 
area: DG John Doyle, PZC Frank Pearce, PZC Jeannie 
Philips, PZC Rena Larson, and other wonderful volun-
teer Lions. This is a great charity event and I hope our 
club can become involved to a greater extent next year. 
This is true ‘ rubber meets the road’  community service, 
and I was very proud of the Lions!”  
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7512 Stanich Lane 
Suite 2 

GIG HARBOR 
253-853-4171 

WWW.SENSIBLELEGALSOLUTIONS.COM 

PERSONAL INJURY 
FAMILY LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
ELDER LAW 

DUI/DWI 
AVIATION 
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