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As promised, John Kerry and Bill McMonnies pre-
sented a much needed program aimed at improving re-
cruitment of new members, increasing attendance at club 
meetings, and getting more cooperation from club mem-
bers in pursuing club projects. They challenged every Gig 
Harbor Lions Club member to consider what it means to 
be a Lion and to show an increased interest in Gig Harbor 
Lions Club activities. Lack of club member attendance at 
the meeting emphasized the need for such a program. 
There were twenty-three people present, but only four-
teen were Gig Harbor Lions Club members. Three were 
visitors from University Place Lions Club, one was a 
visitor from Key Peninsula Lions Club, and one was not 
a Lions Club member. Bill McMonnies noted that that 
was not an acceptable showing for any service club, and 
distributed a questionnaire asking members present to 
evaluate the Gig Harbor Lions Club and make sugges-
tions for improving club attendance and participation in 
community oriented activities. In other words, "What do 
you want to do with the Gig Harbor Lions Club?" 
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�� � President’s Message 
What is patriotism? This was the 
question explored on the TV 
show, “Sunday Morning,”  with 
Charles Osgood. Are you patri-
otic if you wear a flag pin on 
your lapel, or recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance, or serve in the 
military, or exercise your right 
to vote? Of course these are ex-
pressions of patriotism.  But one 
definition that I heard was that a 

patriot is one who strives to make life better for fellow 
citizens. A patriot is one who thinks about more than 
his or her own good and strives to make life better for 
all of those around him. In that sense I see Lions as pa-
triots not only of the United States of America but of 
the world. We are patriotic citizens of the world in our 
hearts and minds. We express our patriotism through 
our work here in our hometown, our home country, 
and in our home world. I must say that I am a patriot 
because I love my country and I love my Lions Club. 

Not unlike our country, our Lions Club has some 
serious issues at hand. We are unable to keep up the 
traditions of service to our community for which we 
have so long been noted. This is not the fault of any-
one or anything. It is just the evolving times and the 
aging of our members. And, like our country, during 
this time we must encourage and embrace some dra-
matic and perhaps radical solutions to this problem if 
we are not to lose the legacy and long tradition of 
community and world service that our Gig Harbor Li-
ons has built over 77 years. 

What these solutions will be is now under consid-
eration. The officers of the Noon Club have talked and 
will further consult with the past presidents of this 
club. We will then present our conclusions to the 
Board. Whatever the solution, we are striving for a re-
energized and invigorated Gig Harbor Lions Club. If 
we are open to change, we can do this. 
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Last Meeting 
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Fraud Prevention 
Toni Dolan of Venture Bank will educate us about 

the dangers of banking fraud. She has worked in bank-
ing for 15 years, and 10 of them have been spent work-
ing in the area of fraud prevention. She has worked for 
both a large commercial bank and a credit union and 
has been with Venture Bank for just over one year. As 
Venture Bank©s Fraud Specialist she is responsible for 
investigating all cases of fraud committed against, or 
by, customers and she coordinates cases with local law 
enforcement when necessary. She keeps up with major 
fraud trends and alerts in order to try to stay ahead of 
the game and find ways to catch the bad guys in the act.    
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Membership is an every-member responsibility – not just of the membership committee. So, if you haven’ t invited 
someone to become a member of the Gig Harbor Lions Club so far this year, the time is now. Give them the gift of 
service in a warm, caring club that has served the needs of the Gig Harbor community for more than 77 years.  
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Hearing loss is a growing problem in the United 
States. Many of those who need hearing care either go 
undiagnosed for too long or have difficulty affording 
the care they need.  

The Northwest Lions Foundation for Sight & Hear-
ing has several different programs to accomplish its 
mission of protecting and restoring hearing. In 2004, 
the Foundation established AUDIENT, an innovative 
national nonprofit program providing low-cost, high-
quality hearing care for those with limited ability to 
pay.  

Additionally, the Foundation supports Lions Clubs 
as they serve their communities, offering prevention 
and detection services such as the Lions Health Screen-
ing Unit (HSU), refurbished hearing aids through the 
Lions Hearing Aid Bank, and offering financial support 
for sight care through patient care grants and Project 
Support Grants.  

Research is another way the Northwest Lions 
Foundation for Sight & Hearing serves its hearing mis-
sion. The Foundation has committed $250,000 to help 
fund a hearing research project led by internationally-
renowned neuroscientist Lion Dr. Ed Rubel. The re-
search is being conducted at the Lions Hearing Re-
search Laboratory in Seattle.  

Dr. Rubel’s team is involved in a project that holds 
the potential for reversing or ameliorating as much as 
70 percent of the hearing loss that occurs in the world 
today. By studying and reconstructing how the tiny hair 
cells in a bird’s inner ear replace themselves after being 
damaged, the team believes it can create a biological 
triggering mechanism to induce their human counter-
parts to replicate the feat. In normal hearing, it is the 
movement of these hairs within the inner ear that trig-
gers electrical impulses that take the auditory signal to 
the brain. When the hair cells in the inner ear die as a 
result of exposure to loud noises or chemicals, humans 
lose the ability to hear certain sounds. As they continue 
to make small breakthroughs at the cellular level, Dr. 
Rubel’s team has now experienced some success at hair 
cell regeneration.  
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by Bruce Bugbee 

Calendar sales are slow to date (about 500 sold out 
of 5000), although we have 35 collection jars at key 
points around town. We need to kick this up by taking 
the following steps to put these calendars in front of the 
public. They are too easy to miss just sitting passively 
on a counter. 

· We expect each Lion to have and use one of 
our calendars. 

· Every Lion needs to sell at least 5 at $5.00 or 
more each.  

· We need volunteers to man supermarkets and 
the sidewalk in front of the Post Office. (Pat 
Phillips is coordinating – call 884-2317 or 206-
818-8303) 

· We need bulk sales. The calendars make great 
Christmas or souvenir gifts. If you’d like to or-
der lots of copies, they are $5 each for 1 to 19 
calendars, $4 each for 20 to 100, or $3.50 each 
for more than 100. Let Pat Phillips know how 
many you’d like. Make checks payable to The 
Gig Harbor Lions. If you have a special situa-
tion for a large quantity, call Bruce Bugbee 
(225-3275), and we’ ll dicker. 
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     Our objective is to keep all Lions informed about Lions Club members 
and club activities. We depend on active members to provide content and 
would be happy to have additional members participate in the regular pro-
duction of the Lionaire. 

Jan/Feb      Jim Panks 
Mar/Apr    Jim Panks 
May/June  Bob Wagers 
Jul/Aug     Jim Panks 
Sep/Oct     Jim Panks 
Nov/Dec    Jm Panks 
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On Friday, October 24, the Chamber of Com-
merce presented its Citizen of the Year award  to Bob 
Wagers, Branch Coordinator of our morning branch, a 
27-year member of The Gig Harbor Lions Club, in-
cluding the titles of  Past President and Past Every-
thing Else.  

The chamber spokesman cited Bob’s 27 years of 
community involvement through the Gig Harbor Lions 
Club, Chapel Hill Church, and the student mentoring 
program, adding up to a considerable contribution to 
making Gig Harbor a better place to live.  

As a student mentor, he has read to 4th graders at 
Voyager Elementary School every Wednesday for a 
decade. The teacher of that class wrote a letter telling 
how Bob had served the children during  those years, 
how the children had come to love him and respect 
him, how he had become a role model for them as 
most of them came from single-parent homes. There 
wasn©t a dry eye in the room by the time the letter was 
finished.  

Bob received an engraved trophy and handmade 
gifts from the children. Seven other Gig Harbor Lions 
were in attendance to support the award winner.  

The crowd going to Lacey to do the good work of 
LERC are planning to return to the schedule they had 
before gas prices got so high—leaving at 9 A.M. from 
the Right Aid/Starbucks parking lot, with the Early 
Birds going on the first Monday of each month and the 
parent club on the second Monday. 

President Elaine reported that so few member sur-
vey forms were returned that no useful conclusions 
could be drawn. 

The Board was also disappointed to learn that no 
posters had been created in the school system that 
could be entered in the Lions international contest. 

Our new calendars have been printed and are on 
display all around town. 

We were reminded to collect toys for the Toys for 
Tots program being sponsored by the morning group. 

The Board spent considerable time discussing 
ways to streamline and improve our meeting format to 
make it more welcoming to possible new members. 

The date of our annual Christmas party has been 
set for December 6 and our installation dinner for July 
6, next year. 
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The deadline for entering photos for the annual 
contest is drawing near. All photos must be received by 
December 8 in order to be judged that evening immedi-
ately following the Zone C-3 meeting. Judges will be 
chosen by District Governor John Doyle. The photo 
each club may submit must be an 8”  X 10”  sent through 
the mail. They can no longer be sent electronically. The 
five categories are animal life, landscape, plant life, 
weather phenomenon, and the theme picked by LCI 
which, this year, is “Lions Environmental Miracle 

Workers.”  This theme photo could portray Lions in 
action, implementing an environment project. This is 
the only photo that can have a person or persons in it. 
The photo must have a title and a 25-word-or-less de-
scription of the photo and why the environment being 
depicted should be improved, protected, or preserved. 
A completed official entry form should accompany 
the photo. This information was handed out at Zone 
Advisory meetings and also mailed to some clubs. 
The entry forms are also available on the LCI form. It 
must be judged at the district level first, so please 
mail to 

PZC Mitzi Ludwig  
8143 Yelm Hwy. S.E.  
Olympia WA 98513  
Questions? mitziludwig@hotmail.com  
(360)580-5091  
The winning photo will be displayed at the 19-C 

Spring Conference, at the MD19 Convention, and at 
Banner Passing. So, good luck to all you shutterbugs.  
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1 VP John Kirry 
2 VP Bruce Bugbee 
3 VP Sandy Bradley 

Treasurer Bill Arness 
Secretary  Joe Morales 
Lion Tamer Jackie Arnold 

Senior Bulletin Editor: Jim Panks 

Membership 
Bill McMonnies 

Gail Ferguson 
Bruce Gair 
Madelyn Garrison 
Marilyn Jacobs 

Jerry Jarrett 
Joy Melgard 
Dick Olszewski 
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7512 Stanich Lane 
Suite 2 

GIG HARBOR 
253-853-4171 

WWW.SENSIBLELEGALSOLUTIONS.COM 

PERSONAL INJURY 
FAMILY LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
ELDER LAW 

DUI/DWI 
AVIATION 
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