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President’s Message

Fellow Lions,

The year is truly coming to a
close; only three more board
meetings, three more genera
meetings, three more Early Bird
meetings plus one big project,
and an awards and installation
banquet to go. Oh yes, and three
more messages to knock out for
the Lionaire. Wow, | guess I'm

not really that close to the end of my term yet.

Considering that | will have been at this for a-
most 17 months by the time it is over, | can look for-
ward to the finish line and aso look back on what |
have learned. This job has certainly kept my brain
stimulated. | have learned to write my articles directly
on the computer, and | have learned to type very fast. |
have kept my creative side working with designing
parties and decorations, making posters, designing a
brochure, and working on the calendar. | have aso
learned that doing my best at ajob comes with frustra-
tions and disappointments. | learned that when you
love how something is, it is hard to accept change; the
change that comes with letting go of the Inn as our
meeting place, and moving to a different time; the
change that comes with an aging club and the conse-
guences of illness. | have aso learned that | am not
alone in this endeavor to do the best | can at this job. |
have some terrific support from some very dedicated
folks who have given me words of encouragement, a
wink, and atease that has kept me going.

Enough of this reminiscing and back to work. |
need to remind al of you that the Maritime Gig is on
June 6 and 7, and al able-bodied Lions are expected to
work at the Health Screening Van. Please call Joe at
858-8109 to sign up for a shift or two. Then we need
you all to mark Saturday, June 27, on your calendars.
That is the date for our Installation and Awards Ban-
guet. Thisisamust for every Lion and their significant
others to attend. We will have our usua good time and

(Continued on page 2)

Why Economists Failed
Under standing Financial Cyclesand Our Future
Speaker: Jeffrey Ferguson, Economist

A year later, we can see that virtually every promi-
nent economist failed to anticipate that the worst finan-
cial collapse since the 1930's would, or even could,
take place, resulting in life-atering financial setbacks
for untold numbers of people — including some among
us —who depended on their advice.

Economist Jeff Ferguson will connect this astound-
ing failure to the history of financia cycles, which are
well documented and available to everyone. He will
also discuss how you can prepare for future financia
trends. (No economics background required.)

Mr. Ferguson is a professional analyst and private
investor. (He is also the son of Past President Gail Fer-
guson.)

Thisisa‘Don't Miss' program. Bring a guest.
Learn about investment options you might not be aware

of.
o mﬁ
£y A E(

o7 f

Last Meeting

When the program expected didn't materialize,
President Elaine prepared a challenging and entertain-
ing activity that pitted several groups of Lions against
each other in creating stories—some fiction and others
with elements of truth—out of random words, and as
derived from unexpected photographs. We soon discov-
ered that there are no limits to the imaginations of some
of our members.




it will mark the passage of one era and the entrance into
another. Y ou don’t want to missthis.

One last request to all Lions: we need you to attend
the fina three general meetings in force and purchase a
lunch. The Inn has given us an ultimatum that if we do
not sell enough meals to cover a $125 room charge, the
club will be asked to pay the difference. The Inn has
been really good to us over the years and has tolerated
the decline in numbers of meals sold, but the last three
or four meeting our low attendance has forced them into
this position. It is our duty to our club to help out and
not force an additional burden on the club's already
weak budget.

PLEASE DO YOUR PART.

Dear Gig Harbor Lions,

We are very pleased and excited to tell you about
our upcoming year of New Beginnings for the Gig Har-
bor Lions Club. As members, we invite you to renew
your commitment to a better and stronger Lions Club,
and help continue our legacy.

For the past 79 years, the Gig Harbor Lions Club
has been serving our community with a unique brand of
caring service that has enabled us to become one of the
premier service organizations in the region. This year,
we will continue that commitment while making signifi-
cant changes to our meeting time and day.

We will also actively seek local business people to
join the Lions and participate in our New Beginnings.

Starting in July we will meet the second and fourth
Mondays at 7 AM at the Madrona Links Golf Course.
By doing so, we hope to draw more interest from local
merchants who wish to serve the community while net-
working and forming business contacts. The result will
be to strengthen and enhance ties to local business while
creating new opportunities to serve the community.

So what are the New Beginnings? Besides our new
time and day, we are adding a very significant sight-
related project in partnership with the Northwest Lions
Eyeglass Recycling Center. We will provide key volun-
teer services that will give thousands of people through-
out the world the gift of clear vision. With the eye-
glasses processed by the Gig Harbor Lions, children can
learn to read, and adults who have never seen clearly can
learn new skills. In doing so, people half a world away
will experience New Beginnings as well.

Closer to home, we'll continue to build our program
Live Successfully with Low Vision, participate in White
Cane days, staff the mobile Lions Health Screening Van,
provide scholarships and senior project mentoring to our
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local high schools, provide youth camp opportunities
for kids with diabetes, and continue the fun of spon-
soring a Little League team. While doing all this, we
bring a unique brand of humor, fun, and fellowship to
our meetings, projects, and services to the community.

We welcome old and new members aike to join
us in our New Beginnings. We extend a special invita-
tion to our long-time members who may have drifted
away from active involvement in recent years. We
hope you will renew your commitment and come back
to the club that has been successfully serving our com-
munity since 1931.

Please join us for our New Beginnings “Grand
Re-Opening” celebration on Monday, July 13, a 7
AM at the Madrona Links Golf Course.

Elaine Morales, President, 2008-2009
John Kirry, President, 2009-2010
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Camp Leo Needs Volunteers

Camp Leo is looking for volunteers to help with
this year’s camp. The camp dates are July 19 to 25. Our
biggest need for volunteers is in the dining hall, but
there are a few openings in other areas if you would
like to spread your time around. For more information
or to volunteer, contact Pauline Ostheller at posthel-
ler@embargmail.com (changed from last year) or
Jeannie Phillips at snipn@aol.com

May 14—General Meeting, Inn at Gig Harbor,
11:45 AM

May 21—Board Meeting, Round Table Pizza,
Olympic Village, 12 Noon

May 28—General Meeting, Inn at Gig Harbor,
11:45 AM

June 6 and 7—Maritime Gig

June 27—Installation and Awards Banquet
July 1—Gig Harbor Lions “New Beginnings”
October 10—Arch Carpenter Roast and Toast
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Secretary Joe Morales expressed concern about the
number of Gig Harbor Lions that would be needed to
staff the health screening van that we have scheduled
for Gig Harbor’s Maritime Gig, scheduled for June 6
and 7. Many hands will be needed.

Sandy Bradley reported that our White Cane effort
brought in $1341, much lower than previous years be-
cause we worked at only two stores and had difficulty
filling the dots for those.

The Live Successfully with Low Vision Seminar
was an excellent presentation, but we did not have as
many new attendees as we wanted.

For our Installation and Rewards Banquet, sched-
uled for June 27, we need contributions for that night’s
auction.

Bob Moore will present the Milt Boyd award at
Peninsula High on May 9, and our annual $1,000 schol-
arships will be given to selected winners at Peninsula
High on May 20, to Gig Harbor High on June 4, and at
the Gathering Place at Chapel Hill to Henderson Bay on
June 12. There was some discussion about needing to
find a way to avoid giving our scholarship to the same
students who were winning others as well.

‘“NEW BEGINNING” GIG HARBOR
LIONS CLUB

President, John Kirry
First Vice President, Bill McMonnies
Second Vice President, Sandy Bradley
Third Vice President, Bonnie Manning
Secretary, Joe Moraes
Treasurer, Bill Arness
Tail Twister, Rotational
Lion Tamer, Bill Amesbury and David McKenney
Directors - One Y ear, Joy Melgard, Bruce Gair,
Gayle Burke
Directors - Two Y ear, Bob Wagers, Van Manning,
Bob Moore
Membership Chair, Bill McMonnies
Those officers and directors were elected at the
April 23 general meeting of the club.

Jeannie Phillips Reports
On Our New LERC Satellite

Congratulations! The new Gig Harbor satellite is
up and running. A crew of around 25 came out on a
sunny Saturday morning to sort, count, and prepare
glasses for the NW LERC.

It didn®take long for LERC President John Kirry
to explain how our process will be facilitated here in
Gig Harbor and then sent to our Lacey headquarters.
Gig Harbor glasses numbered 1436 while a bunch
that was given to us from Silverdale counted a whop-
ing 1854. We even did 452 from Seettle University
Lions Club.

This was a terrific turn out. We hope to gather
again next month or whenever Joe feels we are once
again ready to tackle the project.

After we ate a potluck lunch, we cleaned up the
room, handed out five full boxes of sorted glasses to
members who will take them home and run them
through their dishwasher before they return them to
headquarters to be checked for prescription and read-
ied for missions.

Gig Harbor Lions, you are to be commended for
taking on this project. | know we will be the premier
satellite, setting an example for othersto aspireto.

Jeannie Phillips helps Joe Morales distinguish
between a useable pair of donated glasses and
one that is not.
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