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March 23, 2009 This issue’s editor: Jim Panks, 253-514-8025 WE SERVE AND WE CARE 

 

�� � President’s Message 
 

For those of you who have not 
met our newest member, let me 
introduce Dick Dixon. Dick was 
a Lion some years back but be-
came inactive after moving to 
this area. By chance he met up 
with an old buddy of his, Jim 
MacDonald, who quickly talked 
Dick into helping out at the Low 
Vision Support Group. You see, 

Dick used to be manager of the Western Region of 
sales for Eschenbach Optik of American and presented 
seminars about low vision to the various professionals 
in the field. He is very passionate about the very inade-
quate services available to people who have some vi-
sion but are not able to see well enough to function 
normally.  Since joining our Gig Harbor Lions he has 
taken over as moderator of the Low Vision support 
group in the occasional absence of Gail Ferguson and 
while Jim MacDonald is in Arizona.  He has also now 
taken on the responsibility of chairing the Live Suc-
cessfully With Low Vision Seminar. He has arranged a 
terrific program for this event, tapping his friend and 
mentor Dr. Tom Porter, the Director of Low Vision 
Services at St. Louis Hospital, among others, for the 
occasion.  This program will be presented Friday, 
April 24,  and he will need all of our help to make this 
a very useful service to our community. Various peo-
ple on his committees will be calling upon you to help. 

Now, once he is through with this seminar, Dick 
proposes to begin a low vision clinic that will take 
place once a month to assess the individual needs of 
people with low vision. Optician Dan Stromstad has 
generously offered him space at Harbor Optical and 
will let Dick use his full range of diagnostic equip-
ment.   

The board has approved the proposal for this pro-
ject. One piece that is needed to make this a fully func-
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Last Meeting 

Background photo courtesy of Guy Hoppen 

Jonathan White laid out for us what his Peninsula 
demographic studies have told him about the differ-
ences among successive generations of our neighbors. 
He made a persuasive argument that the behavior of 
our children is noticeably different from our own and 
described how we traditionalists brought up a batch of 
“Baby Boomers”  who don’ t see the world the same 
way we do. By the time he had looked at the 
“Generation Xers,”  the “Y”  Generation, and the 
“Millenials,”  we find a population whose thumbs can 
do things we never thought of, and whose lack of need 
for newspapers may spell disaster for the pulp mills of 
the world. 
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As an outgrowth of her recent participation in the 

leadership Institute at Lake Oswego, we will join Sandy 
Bradley in a journey back in time. She will start with 
her childhood and bring us along with her on her 
growth and development until she discovered Lionism, 
and will explain that event’s effect on her. She will also 
have some words to say about our White Cane  pro-
gram. 
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A REMINDER 
 

             To obtain the significant price break for meals 
that  the  Gig  Harbor  Lions  receive from The Inn at 
Gig Harbor, we have a prescribed buffet provided. If 
we desire something other than those choices we must 
make our own arrangements with the Heritage Restau-
rant. The Inn is not staffed to provide individualized 
service from our meeting wait person. Also, payment 
must be in cash or personal check. Credit cards cannot 
be accepted.  

(President’s letter continued from page 1) 

tioning operation is a video magnifier. We plan to be on 
the lookout for this piece of equipment at a nominal 
cost to us or to pursue a grant to get this equipment. 
This new program is a wonderful add-on to all our 
other vision-related programs and has the potential to 
become a centerpiece to the vision help we give to the 
community. Thank you, Dick, for bringing your energy, 
enthusiasm, and expertise to the service of this commu-
nity and the Gig Harbor Lions.  

I have one more bit of news to tell you about. Be-
ginning with the next board meeting on April 2 at 12 
Noon, we will be meeting at Round Table Pizza in the 
plaza across from Fred Meyer. They have a private 
room that we will use. This will give all of us an oppor-
tunity to have an inexpensive lunch if we wish. There 
will be no pressure on anyone to order but you probably 
won’ t be able to resist. Besides pizza (individual size), 
they offer sandwiches, a salad bar, and soup.  Everyone 
is invited to attend the board meetings, of course. 
Please come early to order and let’s have a fun time 
while we do our work.  
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Where do we get used eyeglasses? 

Lions Clubs gather used eyeglasses by providing 
collection boxes where people can donate their no-
longer-needed eyeglasses. Donation boxes are located 
throughout the community at eye care centers, busi-
nesses, and workplaces of Lions members. 

In Gig Harbor, those collection boxes have been 
placed at the following locations: 
· Pierce County Library, Peninsula Branch, 
4424 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW  (box is located in the main 
lobby) 
· Peninsula Eye Clinic 3002 Harborview Dr. NW 
· Gig Harbor Visitors Center, 3125 Judson Street 
· Olympic Eye Care 5358 33rd Ave NW  
· Elks Lodge, 9701 54th Ave NW  
· Harbor Optical, l4918 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW 
· Costco, 10990 Harbor Hill Dr. 
 
What do we do with the eyeglasses? 

Volunteer Lions work at NWLERC evaluating, 
cleaning and cataloging donated eyeglasses. Glasses 
with broken or missing lenses or parts are discarded or 
salvaged. Gold and silver frames are recycled and the 
income is used to help defray the center©s operating 
costs.  

Lions clean the acceptable eyeglasses and then ex-
amine them with a lensometer to determine the pre-
scription. The eyeglasses are then sealed in plastic bags 
with the prescription noted on each bag. Bagged glasses 
are packed into boxes according to prescriptions. They 
are then stored until volunteer humanitarian groups 
need them. 
 
Where do the recycled eyeglasses go? 

Eyeglasses collected, processed, and packaged by 
NWLERC volunteer Lions are either used by the Cen-
ter©s humanitarian efforts or distributed to other hu-
manitarian groups traveling to developing countries. 
These groups may include Lions traveling and operat-
ing as part of the Lions Sight First Program, Volunteer 
Optometric Services for Humanity (VOSH), World Vi-
sion, Eye Health NW, Optometry College Groups, 
Military Civil Assistance Groups, and numerous church 
groups. These groups are made up of eye doctors and 
other volunteers, many of whom are Lions. 
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     Our objective is to keep all Lions informed about Lions Club members 
and club activities. We depend on active members to provide content and 
would be happy to have additional members participate in the regular pro-
duction of the Lionaire. 

Jan/Feb     Jim Panks 
Mar/Apr    Jim Panks 
May/June  Bob Wagers 
Jul/Aug     Jim Panks 
Sep/Oct     Jim Panks 
Nov/Dec   Jm Panks 

In recognition of our limited funds, the board de-
cided to contribute $200 as a partial payment toward a 
Melvin Jones Fellowship, dedicated to LERC. 

Secretary Joe Morales reported that we now have 
space where we can operate a local LERC facility, but 
that we need to find some furniture and equipment to 
make it useable. 

We have decided to have our Arch Carpenter Roast 
at Canterwood, but the date is not yet settled. It will be 
either October 3 or October 10. 

Our new member Dick Dixon, in addition to taking 
responsibility for the upcoming “Living with Low Vi-
sion”  program has gone on and proposed setting up a 
clinic with himself as the principal staff member to help 
people with low vision to learn what they can do to 
make best use of what vision they have left. He  will be 
operating in the offices of “Harbor Optical,”  

Gig Harbor Lions Tee Shirts Available 
The club has a supply of tee shirts bearing the 

club’s logo. To improve your wardrobe, get in touch 
with Lion Bill McMonnies at any meeting or by 
phone (851-7111) or e-mail (lbmcmonnies@comcast.
net). 

 
Scholarships 

The Gig Harbor Lions Club is proud to assist 
high school students wishing to attend college. Each 
year our club awards a $1000 scholarship to a deserv-
ing student at each of our three local high schools: 
Gig Harbor, Peninsula, and Henderson Bay. 

Our criteria in awarding the scholarships will, 
among many considerations, emphasize the students’  
involvement in community service as well as their 
grade point averages. Special consideration is also 
given to students who are dealing with significant 
sight or hearing challenges or have expressed an in-
terest in entering the field of sight and hearing as a 
vocation. 

Students interested in pursuing a scholarship 
from the Gig Harbor Lions must complete a scholar-
ship application or a notebook in the standard form 
used by the high school or school district for all 
scholarship applications. 

Lions Service to Gig Harbor 
The Gig Harbor Lions Club, in partnership with 

the Peninsula School District and a local optometrist, 
can provide basic vision services for Gig Harbor stu-
dents having no medical assistance. An eye exam 
and glasses (if needed) can be provided to qualified 
individuals on a case-by-case basis. Students in need 
of help will be recommended through the school dis-
trict only. Our vision assistance extends to Gig Har-
bor adults as well, with some limitations. 
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1 VP John Kirry 
2 VP Bruce Bugbee 
3 VP Sandy Bradley 

Treasurer Bill Arness 
Secretary  Joe Morales 
Lion Tamer Jackie Arnold 

Senior Bulletin Editor: Jim Panks 

Membership 
Bill McMonnies 

Gail Ferguson 
Bruce Gair 
Madelyn Garrison 
Marilyn Jacobs 

Jerry Jarrett 
Joy Melgard 
Dick Olszewski 
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7512 Stanich Lane 
Suite 2 

GIG HARBOR 
253-853-4171 

WWW.SENSIBLELEGALSOLUTIONS.COM 

PERSONAL INJURY 
FAMILY LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
ELDER LAW 

DUI/DWI 
AVIATION 
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Howard R. Hawley 
Registered Principal 

3617 53rd St NW 
PO Box 1159 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
Howard.hawley@lpl.com 

253 851 2991 office 
800 289 2991 toll free 
253 851 2920 fax 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

LPL Financial 


