The Gig Harbor

LIONAGE

Meetngs 2nd & dth Thursdays at 1:45 The LV
g Join Us! / at Gig’lyar or

Background photo courtesy of Guy Hoppen

June 6, 2009

WE SERVE AND WE CARE

Thisissue's editor: Jim Panks, 253-514-8025

President’s Message

A Big THANK YOU to al of
you who showed up to staff the
Lions Hedlth Screening Van on
Saturday and Sunday. At this
writing the tally is not yet in on
how many folks we screened,
but the big plus for us is that the
van made our Lions Club pres-
ence known and as a result sev-
era people expressed interest in
becoming Lions.

Saturday night was the Zone C1 Socid, the event
where Zone Chair Rick Drury handed out awards and
recognition to various members of the C1 clubs. This
year, for the first time an award was given out for the
Zone Lion of the Year. Now for the big drummmmm
rolllll — and---the---winner---is ---- our very own John
Kirry. He was picked from a group of five nominees
from the various clubs. We al know how much John
has done during this year in our club and how hard he
has worked within the zone and district as President of
LERC. | was proud to nominate him for this honor and
very delighted that he was picked. Congratulations,
John.

Thisis it, folks, my very last president’s message
for the Lionaire. This position as president has been
both an honor and an education for me. Bob Wagers
asked me if | was ready to give up al this power now
that the end is near. Yes, Bob, | am ready and anxious
to hand over the reigns of power, but with just a
twinge of reluctance because of al the good people
that worked with me and cheered me on. Thank you al
for your hard work and for supporting me during this
roller coaster year. | hope you al will attend the Instal-
lation and Awards Banquet so | can thank you in per-
son and acknowledge your individua efforts.

You won't want to miss the find
meeting of the Noon Club this
Thursday, June 11, at the Inn at Gig
Harbor. The program will be a pres-
entation including slides describing
the progress and programs planned
for the Boys and Girls Club and Sen-
ior Center. After the presentation we
will have a special dessert treat for
al to mark the end of President
Elaine’ sterm of office.

Last Meeting

Steve Lynn, president of the Gig Harbor Main
Street Program, told us about the Gig Harbor Historic
Waterfront Association’s hopes and plans for Gig Har-
bor’s downtown district. The Association is dedicated
to preserving both our historic waterfront and its eco-
nomic vitality. It advocates community self-reliance,
local empowerment, and the rebuilding of traditional
commercia districts focusing on local ownership, per-
sonal service, a sense of community, distinctive archi-
tecture, and a pedestrian —friendly environment.

The Main Street approach was pioneered in the
1970s by the National Trust for Historic Preservation as
away to bring economic vitality to downtowns.



The van sponsored by our club at the Maritime Gig
last Saturday and Sunday invited attendees to step inside
to learn something valuable about their health. Five sta-
tions inside the van offered simple tests about important
elements of persona health—elements that are the focus
of Lionswork all over the world.

At the first station, a ssimple blood test showed if
diabetes was arisk: at the second a vision test found out
if glasses were needed; at the third, a sophisticated ma-
chine tested the eye's surface tension to learn if glau-
coma was likely; at the fourth we tested blood pressure
and pulse rate to find if they fell within the recom-
mended range; at the fifth, we tested hearing.

Most of the visitors fell within the normal range, but
afew needed to be told they had better see a doctor for a
professional evaluation. The driver and his wife, the per-
manent crew for the van's operations who have done
scores of visits to towns and schools all across the state,
tell of discovering conditions that turned out to be much
more dangerous than the person being tested had any
idea

We also met severa people who were very inter-
ested in the Lions Club of Gig Harbor and the work it is
doing. We can hope to see some new faces at our meet-
ings in the near future.
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EARLY BIRD BRANCH
CHANGE IN FINAL MEETING DATE

The Early Bird Branch will hold its final meet-
ing on June 22. Effective July 1, the Early Birds will
be no more. However, their spirit, energy, and enthu-
siasm will carry on in the “New Beginnings’ Gig
Harbor Lions Club. To commemorate this event and
in the time-honored tradition of the Early Birds, the
June 22nd meeting will be an “awards’ event, recog-
nizing the dedication and talents of all those Early
Bird Lions that made it fun to be an Early Bird Lion.
Y ou should be warned that this meeting will mix tears
with cheers and jeers. In other words, be prepared for
anything. It may not be your typical Lions club meet-
ing. All Early Bird Lions, Gig Harbor Lions, and
friends of the Early Bird Lions are invited.

Camp Leo Needs Volunteers

Camp Leo is looking for volunteers to help with
this year’s camp. The camp dates are July 19 to 25. Our
biggest need for volunteers is in the dining hall, but
there are a few openings in other areas if you would
like to spread your time around. For more information
or to volunteer, contact Pauline Ostheller at posthel-
ler@embargmail.com (changed from last year) or
Jeannie Phillips at snipn@aol.com
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EXTRA! EXTRA! EXTRA!

INSTALLATION AND AWARDS BANQUET
Saturday, June 27, 6:00 PM

Where: The Inn at Gig Harbor

Menu/Cost:
the trimmings @ $26.00/person

Special Events: Recognition of the Gig Harbor Lions “Lion of the Year,”

Surf (Coconut Macadamia Prawns) and Turf (Top Sirloin Steak) Dinner with all

the Early Bird Branch “Lion of the Year,” and the

installation of the “New Beginnings’ Gig Harbor Lions Club officers for 2009-2010.

Guest Installer: DG John Doyle, Tacoma Southeast Lions Club

For Reservations contact Lion Bob Wagers (bwagers@comcast.net, 851-5318), President Elaine Morales
(artzylady @centurytel .net, 858-8109) or use the sign-up sheet a any meeting. Please note that all reservations must be paid in
full no later than June 22. This event isa must for all incoming officers and directors.
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Secretary Joe Morales received a letter from Camp
Leo authorities pleading for funds—they are suffering
from the economic downturn. He also showed a letter
from the recipient of the Milt Boyd award thanking the
club for the money and assuring us that she would use
the money well.

Treasurer Bill Arness proposed that the board ap-
prove a procedure in which he would pay remaining
budget items in accord with rankings set by the Finance
Committee until he reaches the balance required to be
carried over to next year ($1500). The board agreed.

The Early Birds will not meet on June 8, but will
hold their last meeting on June 22.

The Noon Club will not have another board meet-
ing this month. The next meeting of the Gig Harbor Li-
ons Club board of directors will be at noon on July 6 at
the Round Table Pizza.

o~

When: October 10, 2009, 6:00 PM
Where: Canterwood Golf and Country Club
Menu, Cost: Steak and Prawns at $50.00 per per-
son
Events: Silent Auction, Live Auction, Roast/Toast
of Arch, Arch rebuttal, and more
Ex-military are encouraged to wear their dress
mess and medals.

This event is classified as a fund raiser, but
more importantly, it is an opportunity to honor a
very special Lion, community leader, and bona
fide war hero.

Contact Bob Moore if you have donations
for either the silent or live auction. More informa-
tion to follow as we get closer to the date.
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We have a new page on our Gig Harbor Lions
website: a photomontage of our club members. This
page is accessible from the link on the "Become a
Member" page (A Photomontage of Our Gig Harbor
Lions Club Members) and on the "About Us' page (A
Look at Our Gig Harbor Lions Club Members).

Images of more members will be added as they are
available.

There is also a new page with information about
the Lions Club purposes and ethics: To access this from
the website, open the "About Us" page and click on the
appropriate link.

Our New Beginning

Starting in July we will meet the second and fourth
Mondays of the month at 7 A.M. at the Madrona Links
Golf Course.

Our first meeting will be on July 13. Besides our
new time and day, we are adding a very significant
sight-related project in partnership with the Northwest
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center. We will provide sig-
nificant volunteer services that will give thousands of
peopl e throughout the world the gift of clear vision.

With the eyeglasses processed by the Gig Harbor
Lions, children can learn to read, and adults who have
never seen clearly can learn new skills. The work we
do will enable people haf aworld away to experience
new beginnings as well.

WEe'll continue to build our Live Successfully with
Low Vision program, participate in White Cane days,
staff the mobile Lions Heath Screening Van, provide
scholarships, mentor senior projects in our local high
schools, provide youth camp opportunities for kids with
diabetes, and continue the fun of sponsoring a little
league team.

Be sure to share this big occasion with the rest of
the club.

June 11—Noon club’s final meeting

June 27—Installation and Awards Banquet
July 13—New Beginnings, Madrona Links
October 10—Arch Carpenter Roast and Toast
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