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In order for our Gig Harbor Li-
ons Club to be alive and well, 
we need a transfusion of new 
members.  Attending doctors 
Bill McMonnies, John Kirry, 
and Bob Wagers say that they 
have a procedure for making this 
happen and they want to start as 
soon as possible. Since we will 

be moving to a Monday morning meeting time in July, 
we will be in an excellent position to recruit local busi-
ness people. In fact, since part of our club already 
meets on Monday mornings, we do not have to wait 
until July to start. Bill, John, and Bob will soon be ask-
ing all of us to participate in the club-saving effort. 
Our beautiful calendars will become a tool for recruit-
ment as they are handed out to prospects along with a 
letter of introduction and invitation.  We all need to be 
ready to give the docs a hand when they ask us for our 
help.   

To support the recruitment effort we will be put-
ting into place a structured plan for  mentoring and ori-
enting new recruits. We will also be revamping our 
new member orientation booklet by putting the offi-
cers and their function and all member photos on line. 
This will allow them to be easily revised and members 
can print out the information if they wish.   

Another one of our goals in the transition to a 
NEW Gig Harbor Lions Club is to have all the noon 
members meet and become acquainted with all the 
morning branch members. What better way to do this 
than at a social function? So, I am inviting ALL morn-
ing members to attend our Valentine meeting on Feb-
ruary 12 with their sweeties. There will be a special 
lunch with dessert for the price of $13 each. We will 
have lots of fun and you may find out more than you 
ever wanted to know about your fellow Lions. 

One final bit of news I am excited about is that we 
were successful in our bid to have the Lions health 
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Last Meeting 

Domestic Violence in Gig Harbor 
Paul Nelson, Director of Gig Harbor Criminal Justice 

Summit, asks “How do we break the cycle of violence in 
our community?”  

He will introduce us to the problem and let us know 
what resources we already have available before he sug-
gests what more can and should be done. He has a plan to 
break the cycle and give advice about what each of us in 
the community can do to help. 

Paul believes that we, as a community, must address 
the issue of kids learning violent behavior at home before 
we can break the tragic cycle of domestic violence. 

Our speaker was Bev Ziarko, who 
talked about her hearing loss and her 
work with the Hearing Loss Association 
of America. She has held various offices 
in the Washington State Board of the 
HLAA over the past 25 years . 

She lost her hearing in 1968, had surgery that made 
things even more complicated, and has been wearing 
hearing aids since. She is taking a break from the HLAA 
now to work with its Bellevue chapter. She also works 
full time in Seattle for a large insurance broker. 

Bev tried hard to get us to understand the challenge 
of deafness, both to the hearing and to the hard of hear-
ing. Lions present, both those with and those without 
hearing aids, nodded in agreement when she insisted how 
difficult it is to be sure that the listener hears what the 
speaker has said. Too many of us pretend we hear with-
out really grasping the significance of what was said, and 
that can lead to embarrassing confusion. That is painfully 
true between married partners, both of whom may be in 
denial about their hearing condition. 

Photo credit Guy Hoppen 
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NWLERC and CBCC: 
 A Promising Partnership 

John Kirry, President, NWLERC 
At LERC, we love our acronyms, and one that 

may become very important to the future is CBCC, or 
Clallam Bay Corrections Center. Clallam Bay Correc-
tion Center is up on Washington’s north coast, about 
an hour’s drive from Pt Angeles. It is a maximum se-
curity center and most of its inmates are there for a 
long stay. Therein is a tale of a partnership that prom-
ises to pay significant benefits to LERC as well as to 
the inmates of CBCC. CBCC offenders who have 
jobs in the corrections center make a very small sal-
ary, which they primarily use to purchase personal or 
hygiene items, or stamps, etc. But in the past few 
years, some long-term offenders got together and de-
cided they would find a way to give back to society. 
They gave up their small incomes, pooled it, and do-
nated it to a scholarship fund at a local high school. 
The first year, they gave in excess of $3000. But they 
were looking for more ways to give back to the com-
munity. Enter Terry Wright, LERC co-founder and 
former president. 

Terry knew from experience that most of the lar-
ger LERCs have established cooperative programs 
with local corrections centers to engage enthusiastic 
volunteers in doing the mission of LERC: processing 
glasses. In some cases, those corrections center vol-
unteers are able to produce 50 percent and more of a 
LERC’s total output of processed glasses. Seeing 
these potential numbers and the success of other 
LERCs, Terry went to work. 

He established a line of communication with 
CBCC and, in partnership with inmates and correc-
tions center staff, developed a program than is now 
starting to bear fruit at NWLERC. Terry worked 
through months and months of red tape over security 
concerns and procedures at CBCC. It has been a “one 
step forward, two steps back”  kind of deal, but what 
has emerged is a pilot program using three lensome-
ters and a dishwasher (purchased and donated by 
Terry and his wife, Lynda) The inmates have been 
trained by Terry and they have developed a very strict 
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screening van here in Gig Harbor for two days at the 
Maritime Gig Festival this June. It will be a great op-
portunity to be of service and to be recognized in our 
community.  
�������� �������� �������� � �� �� ��

quality assurance program. Of the three lensometers 
at CBCC, two are on loan from NWLERC and one 
was generously donated by Dr. Sherri Egashira from 
Bainbridge Vision Source. (See below.) 

Terry’s coordination of the program thus far has 
been magnificent. His success in building the pro-
gram has not gone unnoticed by his home club, as the 
Lacey Sunrise Lions presented the Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship to Terry last month for his body of work as a 
Lion including his work with LERC. Congratulations, 
Terry. And thanks for all your hard work getting this 
program off the ground. This is important work lead-
ing to a promising partnership between NWLERC 
and CBCC. 

��� �������� �������� � 	
 �  

2008 Challenges LCIF’s Capacity 
Last summer there were a great number of hurri-

canes throughout the Caribbean and U.S. Gulf Coast. 
The destruction was significant, killing thousands and 
destroying properties across several countries and 
states from wind damage to flooding. Similar to past 
disasters, Lions and LCIF quickly responded to pro-
vide immediate relief items and help families to get 
back on their feet. 

Hurricane Gustav caused $20 billion in damage 
and caused great flooding damage in Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Texas, areas previously hard hit by 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. LCIF issued five Emer-
gency grants to Lions districts in Mississippi and 
Louisiana, totaling $50,000 in relief funds. Grants to-
taling $15,000 were also awarded to Lions in the Do-
minican Republic and Mexico. 

Hurricane Ike, the ninth hurricane of the sum-
mer, also hit the Gulf Coast of the U.S., making land-
fall in Texas and causing destruction along hundreds 
of miles of coastline. LCIF has issued five Emer-
gency grants to districts in Texas and Louisiana, to-
taling $50,000 for immediate needs. 

Following disastrous flooding in Bihar, India, in 
September, LCIF issued a US$100,000 Major Catas-
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· January 26, Early Bird “Never Board Meeting”  
· Madrona Links Golf course, 7:00 A.M. 
· January 15, Parent Club Board Meeting, Gig Har-

bor United Methodist Church, 12 Noon -              
1:00 P.M. 

· March 6—7 District 19C Spring Conference 

Secretary Joe Morales informed the board that ten 
members have not renewed their dues this year despite 
great efforts to convince them. The board reluctantly 
approved dropping their memberships. 

Treasurer Bill Arness reported that while we have 
enough money for currently planned expenses, we 
won’ t be able to spend much more until we raise some 
more. Calendar sales have exceeded their cost by 
roughly $3,000, but plans for that money are already in 
the budget. The board agreed to sponsor an Arch Car-
penter roast sometime in September. 

John Kirry reported on the progress of our transi-
tion from a noon club with a morning branch to a single 
club, planned for the start of fiscal 2010 (July 2009). 
The evolution is on track. 

We will man the Lions screening van during the 
Maritime Gig on June 6 and 7, and will also find some 
way to raise some money during that event. 

Chr istmas Thank-you Note 
At our Christmas party, the club raised nearly 

$600 for a military family suffering from money 
problems. We received a thank-you letter that merits 
being completely reported to all our members: 
“Dear Lions Club Members, 

My Wife and I were very concerned about what 
our Christmas would be like this year. Since we had 
just moved here we did not have much money left for 
gifts for our boys, but your generous gift lifted our 
spirits. Because of you, we were able to purchase 
clothing for our newborn and our 3 year old, and also 
get a much needed toddler bed as well. Being parents, 
it’s a huge relief knowing that our children will have 
clothing and a bed to sleep in for now and in the com-
ing years. We are so grateful that there are caring, 
generous people like you to be there and help families 
in need. Thank you so much for helping our family 
have a Merry Christmas. We will never forget the 
contribution you have made to our lives.”  

We also received a formal letter from this sol-
dier’s commanding officer also thanking our club for 
its generosity. 

trophe grant. Bihar is one of the poorest and most 
densely populated areas of India. More than half a mil-
lion people remain homeless from the floods. 

LCIF has responded to a number of recent natural 
disasters around the world. Since July 1, LCIF has is-
sued $464,000 in emergency grants. Emergency grants 
and Major Catastrophe grants are funded through 
LCIF’s general humanitarian fund. Donations to sup-
port these disasters and future disasters can be made 
online at www.lcif.org/donate or by calling 630-468-
6774. Contact LCIF by e-mail at lcif@lionsclubs.org. 
Please note that a "Hurricane Ike Relief 2008" fund has 
been established to aid those affected by the storm.  

Thank you for your continued support and dedica-
tion to our Foundation. As members, we all belong to 
LCI, but LCIF belongs to us. 
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1 VP John Kirry 
2 VP Bruce Bugbee 
3 VP Sandy Bradley 

Treasurer Bill Arness 
Secretary  Joe Morales 
Lion Tamer Jackie Arnold 

Senior Bulletin Editor: Jim Panks 

Membership 
Bill McMonnies 

Gail Ferguson 
Bruce Gair 
Madelyn Garrison 
Marilyn Jacobs 

Jerry Jarrett 
Joy Melgard 
Dick Olszewski 
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7512 Stanich Lane 
Suite 2 

GIG HARBOR 
253-853-4171 

WWW.SENSIBLELEGALSOLUTIONS.COM 

PERSONAL INJURY 
FAMILY LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
ELDER LAW 

DUI/DWI 
AVIATION 
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