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February 5, 2009 This issue’s editor: Jim Panks, 253-514-8025 WE SERVE AND WE CARE 

 

�� � President’s Message � � � � �� � � � �� � �
� 	 
 � � 
 � � ��� � � � 
 � � � �� �   

The halfway mark in my presi-
dency has passed and I am look-
ing at the many things yet to be 
accomplished by the end of 
June. These days we are busy 
redistributing the calendars 
around the community after hav-
ing inserted return envelopes in 
them. This should bring us an-

other $1000 or $2000 in the next few months. In the 
meantime the calendar committee has met to plan next 
year’s better-than-ever calendar. The transition team is 
meeting monthly to smooth the way for a seamless 
move to a NEW Gig Harbor Lions Club in July. Many 
of us are already involved in planning the Arch Car-
penter Roast and Toast. The work involved is monu-
mental, but we have done it before and we will do it 
again. Also ahead of us is White Cane Days, for which 
we count on every one of you to participate. Then, too, 
there is the Maritime Gig that will take all of our ef-
forts to staff the screening van for two days. 

In addition to all of those activities, we are plan-
ning a recruitment effort that we hope will build our 
membership significantly by the end of June. Surpris-
ingly, this may be easier than we thought. During these 
times when the need is so great, more and more people 
are looking for opportunities to be of help to others. As 
Lions, we must also be looking for new ways in which 
we can serve those in need in our community. We 
want to be ready with project ideas that will fulfill the 
desires of those new members who wish to serve. I am 
asking all of you to be on the lookout for opportunities 
in our community to help whose who are affected by 
this depressed economy. Bring those   ideals to our at-
tention so we can consider ways we can be of help. If 
there ever was a time that our efforts in pursuit of our 
mission of service was needed, the time is now. 

The Valentine Party is this Thursday, the 12th, 
and we have at least 25 people signed up. Not every-

(Continued on page 2) 

Last Meeting 

Background photo courtesy of Guy Hoppen 

Domestic violence occurs in Gig Harbor almost 
every week, according to Paul Nelson, Director of Gig 
Harbor Criminal Justice Summit. Across the country, it 
most often results from arguments over financial prob-
lems, which, in turn, occurs predictably on weekends of 
big sporting events on which people who can’ t afford to 
lose bet more than they can afford. 

Paul’s concern is to teach children who observe 
violence at home between their parents to behave dif-
ferently when they enter into a relationship. High 
school teens tend to treat their boyfriends and girl-
friends the way their parents treat each other. It is im-
portant for all of us that they learn a better way to re-
late. 

Sweethear t Luncheon 
This special lunch for you and your special guest 

will be held in place of our regular club meeting on 
Thursday, 11:45 A.M., at the Inn of Gig Harbor. The 
Inn will be providing a special buffet including an ap-
propriate dessert for $13 per person, and you don’t 
really have to bring a guest—solos are also welcome. 
President Elaine has planned a fun program. Be there 
by 11:30 for an extra surprise gift. To reserve your 
place, call or e-mail Elaine (858-8109 or artzy-
lady@centurytel.net) 
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� � � � � �� � 	 
 � � 
 	
Plans are coming together for a program where we 

can pay tribute to one of our most 
deserving members—Arch Carpen-
ter, Lion for many years, past presi-
dent, decorated military hero, sub-
ject of a nationally televised report 
on his saving the life of a wounded 
fellow serviceman under fire, and 
who knows what else. We are ar-
ranging an event at The Inn to which 
we will invite local and national military and political 
guests. The tribute will take the form of a roast and 
toast. You will have an opportunity to express your 
feeling for this extraordinary friend while we at the 
same time raise funds for the ongoing work of the Li-
ons Club. 

The roast is tentatively scheduled for September 
11, 6 P.M., and will include a silent auction, a live auc-
tion, a  roast and toast, and more. Start thinking now 
about what you want to say to Arch and what you might 
offer for auction. 

(Continued from page 1) 

one has paid, however. Because this is a special 
event, the Inn requires a firm commitment for the 
number of lunches and if your name is on my list you 
are firmly committed and will be asked to pay. Wear 
red and be ready to have some fun. 
�������� �������� �������� � �� �� ��

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 	
SightFirst is Lions’  most ambitions and most suc-

cessful initiative ever. Thanks to SightFirst, Lions 
have restored sight to 7.5 million people through cata-
ract surgeries, prevented serious vision loss for 30 
million people and improved eye care services for 
hundreds of millions. 

SightFirst was launched by Lions in 1989 to bat-
tle preventable blindness. Sadly, 80 percent of the 
world’s blind were needlessly without sight. Through 
SightFirst, Lions have prevented blindness by sup-
porting cataract surgeries, helping to build or expand 
eye hospitals and clinics, distributing sight-saving 
medication, and training eye-care professionals. 

SightFirst has not only been stunningly effective, 
but also startlingly efficient. On average, about every 
$6 in donations has resulted in a person with vision 
restored or saved from blindness. (Campaign Sight-
First raised $143 million from Lions.) 

SightFirst is especially helping children. In part-
nership with the World Health Organization, Sight-
First has launched the world’s first-ever global initia-
tive to combat childhood blindness. The project is 
creating 30 centers for pediatric eye care around the 
world. 

Campaign SightFirst II will enable Lions to ex-
pand the extraordinary work of SightFirst. Lions 
raised more than $200 million, $50 million of which 
will be used for new efforts in the areas of rehabilita-
tion and research. 

Calendar Fundraiser  
Our calendars have been popular enough to earn 

several thousand dollars for us again this year and we 
can hope our last-phase effort will bring in a little more. 
The last device we will use is to include an envelope 
with a request for donations and give the calendar away 
free. We were fortunate that a number of people last 
year were familiar with Lions programs and sent us 
contributions in a similar envelope included then.  

We hope, too, that our own members recognize the 
importance of supporting this project. At last count, it 
appeared that only a minority of our members have 
hung one of  these beautiful calendars on the wall. It’s 
hard to imagine how any Gig Harbor Lion could keep 
track of events without one. 
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New Members  
Talking about the Lions Club and being proud of 

what the club does is an easy way to get around to in-
viting a friend to a meeting. And there is reason to be 
proud of our work, from local to regional to national to 
international. Nearly 1.3 million men and women in 
more than 44,000 clubs in 202 countries enjoy being 
Lions. Don’ t be bashful about asking your friend or 
neighbor to increase that number. Our local eye bank 
needs our help and so do the people in places abroad 
where optometrists are not easily found. 

� � � � �� � �� � � � � �
· February 12   Sweetheart Luncheon 
· February 19   Board Meeting 
· February 26   General Meeting, prison pets 
· February 28   Harborview Nature Walk 
· March 6—7   District 19C Spring Conference 

Treasurer Bill Arness told us our administrative fi-
nances are in satisfactory shape, but he has concerns 
about our project funds, which will need a substantial 
infusion to get back to where they recently were. The 
budget committee recently reviewed our commitments 
and set priorities on the causes we had intended to sup-
port, ranking them into three groups: those that we felt 
committed to fulfill, those with less urgency, and those 
with the least. The last group will be funded only if 
some way is found to do so in the future. There was 
much discussion. 

John Kirry reported that the LERC program is 
making the progress he had hoped for. 

The board voted to send a check for $35 to The 
Lakes in appreciation for the use of its recreation center 
for our Christmas party. 

The date for the roast of Arch Carpenter has been 
tentatively set for 6 P.M., Saturday, September 11, ap-
propriately enough, Patriot’s Day. 

Harborview “ Nature Walk”  
Club members periodically clean up a stretch of 

about one mile of Harborview Drive, improving its ap-
pearance and showing the club to be an asset to our 
community. Those members who pick up the trash gen-
erally wind up having an enjoyable hour or two of cof-
fee and conversation immediately afterward. The next 
occasion will be Saturday, February 28. Meet at the 
base of the Finholm Viewclimb at 9 A.M. 

� � � � � � �� � �	 � �
 � � � � � � � 
 �
At our Valentine’s meeting, Van and Bonnie Man-

ning will auction a five-course dinner for six adults at 
their house on Fox Island. The meal provided by your 
hosts will offer a choice of filet mignon beef Welling-
ton, hazelnut crusted rack of lamb, blue cheese butter 
stuffed chicken, or roasted salmon.  

It will begin with champagne, include wine with 
the meal, and conclude with an exotic dessert. The 
minimum bid that will be considered for this feast of 
the decade will be $100. All proceeds from the auction 
of this deluxe affair will go to the FISH Food Bank. 

� � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	
� � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	

The District 19C Spring Conference will be held at 
LaQuinta Inn in Tacoma on March 6 and 7. If you have 
never attended such a conference before, you will dis-
cover a whole new dimension to Lionism. At the same 
time that Lions who attend are serious about what our 
club stands for, they are also serious about having a 
good time. There will be excellent speakers and there 
will be great workshops and panels, and the club will 
pay for your registration. To get more details, get in 
touch with Secretary Joe Morales (858-8109 or 
joemm@centurytel.net). 

Gig Harbor Lions Tee Shirts Available 
The club has a supply of tee shirts bearing the 

club’s logo. To improve your wardrobe, get in touch 
with Lion Bill McMonnies at any meeting or by phone 
(851-7111) or e-mail (lbmcmonnies@comcast.net). 
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1 VP John Kirry 
2 VP Bruce Bugbee 
3 VP Sandy Bradley 

Treasurer Bill Arness 
Secretary  Joe Morales 
Lion Tamer Jackie Arnold 

Senior Bulletin Editor: Jim Panks 

Membership 
Bill McMonnies 

Gail Ferguson 
Bruce Gair 
Madelyn Garrison 
Marilyn Jacobs 

Jerry Jarrett 
Joy Melgard 
Dick Olszewski 
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7512 Stanich Lane 
Suite 2 

GIG HARBOR 
253-853-4171 

WWW.SENSIBLELEGALSOLUTIONS.COM 

PERSONAL INJURY 
FAMILY LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
ELDER LAW 

DUI/DWI 
AVIATION 
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Howard R. Hawley 
Registered Principal 

3617 53rd St NW 
PO Box 1159 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
Howard.hawley@lpl.com 

253 851 2991 office 
800 289 2991 toll free 
253 851 2920 fax 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

LPL Financial 


