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President’s Message

Dear Lions,

We redly had a “knock ‘em
down, drag ‘em out” board
meeting last Thursday. Lots of
feeling were expressed, and it
was a good thing to let them
out — no holds barred. One up-
shot of the meeting is that the
board voted to cancel the plan to

create one club out of the morn-
ing branch and noon club and then rethink what we are
going to do come next year. This came about as a mo-
tion from John Kirry who said that many folks in the
noon club have been distressed about the coming
change and he felt that the time was not right to imple-
ment it.

Now we are back to the old problem. Many of our
active noon members have migrated to the morning
branch. |, as president, have been working with the
support of a very few members to keep the noon club
running. Some of those remaining members are not
able to participate fully in activities. We don’'t have
enough projects to interest younger, more vita mem-
bers. Often we have a very poor turnout at general
meetings, which is an embarrassment when we have
outside speakers.

| will be calling on those of you who are inter-
ested in reviving our club to become part of a commit-
tee to formulate a new plan. We must keep in mind
that while we have a good time together and many of
us count the Lions as persona friends, we still have a
mandate to be of service. Please, please bring your
ideas and be a part of building a vital Gig Harbor Li-
ons Club.

Now, indulge me as | vent about one more thing.
When | passed around the signup sheet for volunteer-
ing to collect food for FISH at Safeway, only one
name appeared on that list.

(President’ s letter continued on page 2)

Beth Rivard has been the Executive Director of
Prison Pet Partnership Program since 1998. That pro-
gram works to build a partnership between dogs and in-
dividuals with disabilities to foster independence. A
partnership between a homeless animal and an offender
offers opportunities for increasing self-assurance and
growth.

Before Beth took this job, she worked at the Kit-
sap Humane Society for six years as the volunteer coor-
dinator and education director. Her experience working
in adult day care and respite care services through Lu-
theran Social Services combined with her work at the
shelter provided an excellent preparation for working at
PPPP.

Last Meeting

Sweetheart Luncheon

We had a great time telling tall tales about our
early romances and our continuing relationships, and
even won awards for stories about our enduring affec-
tions. It was impressive to see how many old married
couples still love their partners.

John Kirry met arriving Lions and took pictures of
everybody coming to provide a memento of the event
and also to provide a picture of members to be included
in an on-line roster of the club.




In the past months it has been the same people who
have volunteered for this ssimple one-hour, once-a
month service project. This may not be everyone's idea
of a Lions project, but it is fulfilling a vital service to
the community in a time of great need. Shall we be
counted as ones who help or shall we drop this project?

These are rough times for me because | care so
much about the Gig Harbor Lions. | want us to succeed
but | realize that | _cannot make it happen—only WE
can make it happen.

Lions Clubs Internationa Foundation is Lions
helping Lions serve the world. Donations provide
grants to assist Lions districts with large-scale humani-
tarian projects that are too overwhelming for local Li-
ons to finance on their own. The Foundation helps Li-
ons make a greater impact in their local communities,
as well as around the world. Through LCIF, Lions ease
pain and suffering and bring healing and hope to people
worldwide.

Grants provide both immediate assistance follow-
ing natural disasters and long-term disaster relief for re-
construction efforts. Grants help preserve sight, combat
disability, promote health, or serve youth.

Every dollar donated to LCIF goes toward a grant.
Lions support is crucia as donations from Lions pro-
vide the mgjority of LCIF's revenue. LCIF receives a
small amount of funding from foundations and corpora
tions. It receives no club dues. LCIF is truly Lions
helping Lions.

Since LCIF began in 1968, it has awarded 9,000 grants
totaling $640,000,000.

A REMINDER

To obtain the significant price break for meals
that the Gig Harbor Lions receive from The Inn at
Gig Harbor, we have a prescribed buffet provided. If
we desire something other than those choices we must
make our own arrangements with the Heritage Restau-
rant. The Inn is not staffed to provide individualized
service from our meeting wait person. Also, payment
must be in cash or personal check. Credit cards cannot
be accepted.

“Lions Clubs in the 21st Century,” a newly released
book detailing the history and success of Lions Clubs
International , is now available for purchase through the
association and select online retailers.

Written by Paul Martin and former Lion Magazine
senior editor Robert Kleinfelder, the book traces the de-
velopment of Lions Clubs International from its birth in
1917 at Chicago’s LaSalle Hotel through its growth into
a globally recognized humanitarian and service organi-
zation of 1.3 million members.

“This book is the story of the world’s largest volun-
tary service club organization, but it's also a story of the
human spirit,” said Kleinfelder. “The compassion and
self sacrifice of Lions for 90 years are an inspiration.
That's what this book is about.”

Published by AuthorHouse in late 2008, the 396-
page book also delves into the success of the Lions
Clubs International Foundation and the SightFirst pro-
gram and SightFirst 11 campaign, as well as the advent
of family, cyber, and other new types of clubs.

“Lions Clubs in the 21st Century” is available for
purchase through the Club Supplies Department of Li-
ons Clubs International by visiting the website or by
calling (630) 571-5466, and through select online retail-
ers.

The roast is tentatively scheduled for September
11, 6 P.M., and will include a silent auction, alive auc-
tion, a roast and toast, and more. Don’t forget that we
will need items to auction and you will want to plan
your personal toast (or roast)

Harborview “ Nature Walk”

Club members periodically clean up a stretch of
about one mile of Harborview Drive, improving its ap-
pearance and showing the club to be an asset to our
community. Those members who pick up the trash gen-
erally wind up having an enjoyable hour or two of cof-
fee and conversation immediately afterward. The next
occasion will be Saturday, February 28. Meet at the
base of the Finholm Viewclimb at 9 A.M.
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Secretary Joe Morales asked who at the board
meeting carried a card from Albertsons that would
benefit our club for purchases at that store. Few even
remembered that members had been offered such cards
several years ago, but Treasurer Bill Arnesstold us that
he gets a check for $10 to $15 each quarter because
someone is using them. Newer members or others who
have not been using that card might well be able to add
more purchases to provide even more free money for
Lions projects. Joe and Bill will explore the opportunity
and decide if it would be worthwhile to put more cards
into the hands of members.

Joe aso told us that tentative arrangements have
been made to have available the Lions sight and hearing
van during the Maritime Gig celebration. Volunteers
will be needed.

Treasurer Bill Arness reported that our calendar
sales have grossed about $12,000, but that is well below
what we had budgeted, so we will not be able support
some of the causes we had intended to. Some more
money may still comein.

Past President Gail Ferguson presented the board
with her vision of what our Low Vision program can
grow into, and asked the board to consider widening its
scope. Her suggestion would require dedicated help to
provide transportation for potential participants who
need it.

The board decided we will not award a Melvin
Jones Award this year for lack of funds.

John Kirry proposed that we discontinue the plan
to transition into a single early morning club. He has
heard more opposition to the idea than was expected.
This led to much discussion about the club’s operation
and its future. The former transition committee was dis-
banded and anew one will be created.

qﬁfﬁ% BOARD MEETING

The District 19C Spring Conference will be held at
LaQuinta Inn in Tacomaon March 6 and 7. If you have
never attended such a conference before, you will dis-
cover a whole new dimension to Lionism. At the same
time that Lions who attend are serious about what our
club stands for, they are also serious about having a
good time. There will be excellent speakers and there
will be great workshops and panels, and the club will
pay for your registration. To get more details, get in
touch with Secretary Joe Morades (858-8109 or
joemm@centurytel.net).

International Convention

Al Brandel, President of the International Associa-
tion of Lions Clubs, invites us to the international con-
vention, to be held in July in Minneapolis. He says,
“Lions are social people. We like to be part of groups.
We become Lions to do service in fellowship with oth-
ers. It's just more satisfying to do good deeds with oth-
ers. We aso soon realize that we can get alot more ac-
complished by being a part of an established group such
as the Lions than trying to go off on our own to serve
others.

“So I'm asking you to consider attending this
year's international convention in July... Join your fel-
low Lions. It's alot of fun meeting Lions from around
the world. You learn how to improve your club through
the many seminars. You go home with a new energy
and excitement about being aLion.

“But first and foremost, let's meet in Minneapolis
to celebrate our service. We devote so much time and
energy to service. Our convention is the perfect occa
sion to celebrate what we are all about. Every Lion at
the convention will fully appreciate what it means to be
a Lion and what our service accomplishes. We need to
take aweek to celebrate who we are and what we do.”

Gig Harbor Lions Tee Shirts Available

The club has a supply of tee shirts bearing the
club’s logo. To improve your wardrobe, get in touch
with Lion Bill McMonnies at any meeting or by phone
(851-7111) or e-mail (Ibmcmonnies@comcast.net).

February 26 General Meeting, prison pets
February 28 Harborview Nature Walk
March 6—7 District 19C Spring Conference
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