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President’s Message

Three months to go before the
end of our Lion Year, but what a
hectic three months they will be.
We have three magor events
coming up for which we will
need every Lion’'s participation.
On Friday, April 24, we will be
holding our “Live Successfully
With Low Vision” seminar.
This will be the 4th year that we have provided this
program and it promises to be the best yet. Dick Dixon
is bringing in high-powered speakers and exhibitors
and we will be getting out lots of publicity for this
event to the general public and to the eye care profes-
sionals in our the community. We will need al Lions
to be at the Methodist Church on the 24th at 8:00 A.M.
to assist attendees.

May 1 and 2 are the dates for White Cane Days.
Sandy Bradley is our chair for this event and she has
already lined up the five grocery stores for participa
tion. Be sure you sign up for a couple of shiftsif pos-
sible.

On June 5 and 6 we will again need everyone's
help to man the Health Screening Van at the Maritime
Gig. In addition, we are looking for persons certified
to draw blood. If you know of an RN or technician
who would be able to give us some time on either of
those two days, please let Joe Morales know.

Rather than winding down this Lion year, we are
winding up for abig finale, so you see why we have to
rally the troops, roll up our sleeves, pitch in, and pull
together. | know we can do this because we are Lions
and “WE SERVE.”
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Severd Lions already participate enthusiastically in our
town's YMCA. When our LV Support Group heard
Susan speak, they, too, headed to the Y. Come and hear
why everyoneis sending in such glowing reports.
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~Teasersfor April and May meetings

Mark your calendar for wonderfully diverse programs.
First, we will be Lions-in-training for White Cane
Days. Then, we go global to probe today’s financial cri-
sis and your best investment options. Finally, we return
to our town and its evolution.

Last Meeting

Sandy Bradley recalled for us her persona history
and how her early years had made it easy and natural
for her to become a Lion. Her history includes a great
willingness to accept responsibilities and to take on
challenges. She also makes great pies in a variety of
flavors.

As part of her presentation, she aso told us about
the benefits of taking part in the Leadership Institute, an
opportunity for meeting wonderful Lions and recogniz-
ing how many peoplein our world care.




Camp Leo Needs Volunteers

Camp Leo is looking for volunteers to help with
this year's camp. The camp dates are July 19 to 25.
Our biggest need for volunteers, as usual, is in the
dining hall; however, there are afew opening in other
areas if you would like to spread your time around.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Pauline
Ostheller at postheller@embargmail.com (changed
from last year) or Jeannie Phillips at snipn@aol.com

Every year our club gives a $1000 scholarship to
each of three deserving students from local high
schools (Peninsula, Gig Harbor, and Henderson Bay).
The Lions Scholarship Committee reviewed the can-
didates and selected the winners. This year our com-
mittee members were Arch Carpenter, Bruce Gair,
John Kirry, Gail Ferguson, Dick Dixon, and Sandy
Bradley, with Bob Moore chairing the group.

The committee members are always pleased and
greatly encouraged for our future by the academic
strength and community awareness of the young peo-
ple in Gig Harbor who submit biographies (the
schools call them folders) for review and considera-
tion, but never more so than by those we reviewed
this year.

This year the committee spent over seven hours
reviewing, eliminating, and re-reviewing. The selec-
tion process was finally completed, although with a
great amount of growling and gnashing of teeth, but a
Gig Harbor Lions Club champion was selected for
each school.

The committee does not name the winners until
the awards ceremonies for each school, which won’t
happen until the end of the school year.

The winner of the annual Milt Boyd Performing
Arts Award has been selected by the Performing Arts
Director of Peninsula High School, and we will pre-
sent that student with a $300 cash award during the
intermission of Peninsulas May 9 production of
“Wonderful Town,”

Here is the proposed date of officers for the coming
year, 2009-2010.

President - John Kirry

1VP - Bill McMonnies ( also Membership Chair)

2VP - Sandy Bradley

3VP - Bonnie Manning

Secretary - Joe Morales

Treasurer- Bill Arness

Tail Twister - (Rotational throughout the year)

Lion Tamers - Bill Amesbury and David McKenney
Directors 2-year term - Bob Wagers, Van Manning, Bob
Moore

Directors 1-year term - Joy Melgard, Bruce Gair, Gayle
Burke

Message from
International President Brandel

“Recently | visited an orphanage in Burkina
Faso. The infants lost their parents from AIDS or
were abandoned. They’'re aone in the world. They'd
have no chance at creating a good life for them-
selves—if not for this orphanage and Lions. | think
you really know what our service means—how very
essential it is—when you see these tiny, helpless ba-
bies and realize people like Lions are there to care for
them. It was redly very moving to witness the love
and care they were receiving.”
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After getting the report from our scholarship com-
mittee that it had chosen the winners from the local
high school, the board discussed briefly the need to
open up our standards so we do not continue to give our
scholarships to the same students others are similarly
recognizing. No conclusion was reached; the discussion
will continue.

We were told that the satellite eyeglass center we
will soon open in Gig Harbor is almost ready for use.

The program for the planned roast of Arch Carpen-
ter is progressing well, but we will need a new chair-
man

White Cane days will be May 1 and 2 at local gro-
cery stores. We will need every able member available.

Thanks for Donation

As president of LERC, John Kirry sent this |etter to the
Gig Harbor Lions Club:

To The Lions of Gig Harbor,

Thank you for your nice donation of $300 to the
NW Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center. We rely on
monetary donations to cover our monthly operating
expenses, including rent, utilities, and supplies. We
also rely on volunteers, and your club has contributed
a significant number of hours to NWLERC over the
years. With your help, we have been able to send over
65,000 pairs of mission-ready glasses to 23 countries
on four continents.

In addition to the regular shifts participated in by
both the Noon Club and Early Birds, we are very
pleased about the opening of the new Gig Harbor Sat-
ellite. Thisis an exciting opportunity for the members
of the Gig Harbor Lions as well as for the community.

John Kirry

NWLERC Wins “Recycler of the Year”

Award!

In a letter to NWLERC President John Kirry, the
Washington State Recycling Association (WSRA) has
named NWLERC the Recycler of the Year, Non-Profit,
for 2009.

On behalf of the WSRA, Awards Committee Chair
Rita Smith wrote “...I am very pleased to congratulate
you on your outstanding contributions to the field of re-
cycling in Washington State. You have been chosen to
receive the 2009 WSRA Recycler of the Y ear Nonprofit
Award. Our committee of recycling professionals from
around the state read and discussed many impressive
nominations before determining this year’ s recipients...”

New Members

Talking about the Lions Club and being proud of
what the club does is an easy way to get around to in-
viting a friend to a meeting. And there is reason to be
proud of our work, from local to regional to national to
international. Nearly 1.3 million men and women in
more than 44,000 clubs in 202 countries enjoy being
Lions. Don't be bashful about asking your friend or
neighbor to increase that number. Our local eye bank
needs our help and so do the people in places abroad
where optometrists are not easily found.

Don't forget our roast for Arch Carpenter. The date
Is set for October 10 at Canterwood and will include
both silent and live auctions, and roasts and toasts ap-
propriate to the occasion. We will need items to auction
and you will need awell prepared script.

April 24 Live Successfully with Low Vision
May 1and2 White Cain Days
June6and7 Maritime Gig
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