
 
General Meetings 2nd Monday, Never Bored Meetings 4th Monday, both at 7:00 AM, The Madrona Links Golf Course 

Our Branch Motto: “Wow it’s early! What were we thinking?Our Branch Motto: “Wow it’s early! What were we thinking?Our Branch Motto: “Wow it’s early! What were we thinking?Our Branch Motto: “Wow it’s early! What were we thinking?    

Official Publication of the Early Bird Branch of the Gig Harbor Lions Club 

Ramblings From the Top BranchRamblings From the Top BranchRamblings From the Top BranchRamblings From the Top Branch    
 

We are off to a good start in 2009. Bruce Bugbee provided a great program at our last meeting as 
he shared some of the details of his and Roberta Wagner’s project for Deutsche Bank. We have 
Bill McMonnies sharing “My Life as I Know It” this month, which should be an eye opener. And 

for the March meeting we have Ms. Lindsay Enger, Group Event Manager for the Tacoma Rainiers baseball 
team. Ms. Enger is working with several Lions clubs in our area to rally everyone for one big event this year. 
I’m not sure what that is, but having worked with the Tacoma Rainiers on projects in the past, it will be worth 
considering. 
 

We also have two important and exciting events in the works. The first is the all-club Sweetheart Luncheon    
February 12th. This promises to be a fun event and one that we should all support as a stepping stone to       
becoming “one big happy family” again. It is important that we all get to know each other and what better way 
than to have both the parent  club and branch members share a special lunch with our sweethearts. 
 

The second big event is the “Colonel Arch Carpenter Roast and Toast” September 11th. Although classified as 
a fund raiser, it is far more than that. It is an opportunity to recognize an outstanding Lion, a true war hero, a 
civic leader and a very funny man. I’m sure you will all agree that Arch is the heart and soul of the Gig Harbor 
Lions Club. We owe it to Arch, our club and most importantly to ourselves, to support this event 100%.  
 

In closing, I look forward to seeing you all at our second meeting of the new year. Our program promises to be 
exciting. With Bill McMonnies you never know what to expect except the unexpected. 
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Branch Leadership 
 

 Branch Coordinator (BC)  Bob Wagers 
 Immediate Past BC (IPBC)  John Kirry 
 Vice Branch Coordinator (VBC) Bart Morrison 
 Chaplain    Bill McMonnies 
 Arm Twisters    Bill Amesbury 
     David McKenney 
 Trustee for Fund Raising   Jeannie Phillips 
 Adopt-A-Street Chair   Doug Johnson 
 Branch Liaison   Open 
 

The Workers 
 

 John Barelli, PBC  Bonnie Manning  
 Bruce Bugbee   Van Manning  
 Gayle Burke   Bill McMonnies 
 Steve Dreiling  Pat Phillips, PZC 
 Maria Barnowl-Kjaerulff Ana Sosa 
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 NEXT MEETING 
February 9 

 

My Life As I Know It 
Early Bird Bill McMonnies 

 

Have you ever wondered where Early Bird Bill 
McMonnies came from? Is it true that he was found 
under a rock? To find this out, plus all the other   
sordid details of his life, be sure to be at our      
February meeting. With a little coaxing he may 
even share his love of the open road - bugs in the 
teeth and all - aboard his trusty BMW bike. All   
kidding aside, Bill is a very special Lion and      
person. He has led an interesting and productive life 
to include being a meat cutter, Air Force Sergeant,   
insurance broker & owner of a BMW motorcycle 
store. This is certainly a “don’t miss” meeting. 



 

EARLY BIRDS IN THE 
NEWS 

Jeannie and Pat Phillips, John Kirry and Bob      

Wagers (and Shirley Wagers) helped place envelopes 
in 1,000 of the remaining Photo Tribute to Gig     
Harbor calendars. These will now be distributed as 
“freebees” hoping for a generous donation in return. 
Hosting this event were President Elaine and Secretary 
Joe Morales. Also involved was Sandy Bradley who 
provided a blueberry pie. Way to go Sandy! 

 

It was great to see “Officer Steve     
Dreiling” at our January meeting after a 
long absence. Steve has been transition-
ing into a new job as a guard at the 
Washington State Prison for Women.  

 

SUMMARY 
“NEVER BORED MEETING” 

 

The following were discussed at the 26 
January “Never Bored Meeting:” 
 

1. John Kirry reported on the upcoming Colonel 
Arch Carpenter Roast & Toast to be held     
September 11, 2009 (See article on page 3.) 

2. John Kirry reported on the upcoming Sweetheart 
Luncheon to be held 12 February (See article on 
page 3.) 

3. Bruce Bugbee provided an update on the     
Community Calendar Project & reported that an 
envelope stuffing party would be held at the 
Morales residence 29 January. 

4. Adopt-A-Street Chair Doug Johnson reported 
that the next “cleansing” of Harborview Drive 
would take place 28 February at 9:00 AM. 

 

Filling in for our story teller, Bart Morrison, was 
guest John Penney, a friend of John Kirry from   
Denver. John flies all the flyable WWII planes to 
include those belonging to Paul Allen. 

 

LAST MEETING 
 

Our resident Financial Troubleshooter, 
Bruce Bugbee, shared some of the   
details pertaining to the project he and 

his wife, Roberta Wagner, took on for Deutsche 
Bank in Manhattan & Florida. Brought on primarily 
by mismanagement of the sub-prime debacle, Bruce 
and Roberta helped the bank identify the extent of 
the problem and possible solutions. To provide some 
example of their success, they left Deutsche Bank 
headquarters with hugs. 
 

In addition to the presence of club president, Elaine 
Morales and club secretary Joe Morales, we were 
privileged to share this meeting with Gig Harbor  
Lions Sandy Bradley, Jim Panks, Arch Carpenter 
and special guest Shirley Wagers.  

A REMINDER - AGAIN 
 

Remember, for regular meetings place 

and pay for your breakfast order at the 

restaurant counter when you arrive. This is a          
departure from the past procedure where the waitress 
took our orders and we paid our bill prior to         
departure. This creates faster service and we can  
retire the “Dine & Dash Trophy” for regular      
meetings. Service for “Never Bored Meetings”    
remains the same. 

NOTE! 

 

AUCTION FOR FISH 
 

We will continue our auction at the     
February meeting as we raise dollars to match the 
McMonnies’ generous $500 gift to FISH. To support 
this effort, be sure to bring those valuable items for 
auction along with your checkbook. Also bring a can, 
a box or a buck for the FISH food bank.  
 

As noted elsewhere in this WORM, Van and Bonnie 
Manning have donated a five course meal for six to be 
auctioned off at the Sweetheart Luncheon with all the 
proceeds going towards this project. 

 
 

2009 TRIBUTE TO GIG 
HARBOR CALENDAR 

UPDATE 
 
 
 

As noted under “Early Birds in the News,” this project 
has now transitioned to a “giveaway” phase with the  
insertion of a donation envelope in each calendar. It is 
anticipated that this approach will bring in another 
$2,000.00. And by the way, if you are a Gig Harbor 
Lion and you have not yet purchased your calendar, 
now is the time. At last count, less that one-third of 
our club members (parent club and branch) had       
donated to this important fund raiser. We can and must 
do better. 

 

 REMEMBER!  Membership is an 
 every member responsibility. So 

 invite someone today to share the joy 
and fun of an Early Bird membership. 
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                LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

February 2 Groundhog Day 

February 5 Parent Club Board Meeting, United 
  Methodist Church, 12 Noon -1:00 PM 
February 6 Safeway Collection for FISH 

February 9 Early Bird General Meeting,        
  Madrona Links Golf Course, 7:00 AM 
February 9 Parent Club LERC Work Party, meet 
  RiteAid/Starbucks parking lot, 9:00 AM 
February 12 Sweetheart Luncheon. Inn at Gig  

  Harbor, 11:45 AM 

February 14 Valentine’s Day 

February 16 President’s Day 

February 19 Parent Club Board Meeting, United 
  Methodist Church, 12 Noon -1:00 PM 
February 23 Early Bird “Never Bored Meeting”  
  Madrona Links Golf Course, 7:00 AM 
February 26 Parent Club General Meeting, Inn at  
  Gig Harbor, 11:45 AM 
February 28 Harborview “Nature Walk,”  9:00 AM 
March 6-7 District 19C Spring Conference 

 

 

                   ALL-CLUB                     
SWEETHEART LUNCHEON 

 

When:  February 12th, 11:45 AM 
 

Where: The Inn at Gig Harbor 
 

Menu/Cost: A special buffet with dessert @ $13.00 
  per person 
 

Events: President Elaine has promised all  
  kinds of fun things 
 

This should be a “must attend” for all Early Birds as a 
way to start the “blending “ process into one club and 
to honor our sweethearts. 
 

Because this is a special menu, President Elaine 
needs an advance head count & payment. You can 
contact her at our next meeting or by phone at 858-
8109 or by email at artzylady@centurytel.net. 

                             

         FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 

    February 6  Gayle Burke 
    February 10  Van Manning 
    February 19  Pat Phillips 

    February 19           Ana Rosa 
 

    Happy Birthday Gayle, Van, Pat & Ana! 

 

      COL. ARCH CARPENTER 
           ROAST & TOAST 
 

When:           September 11, 2009, 6:00 PM 
 

Where:         The Inn at Gig Harbor 
 

Menu/Cost:  Stuffed Chicken Breast or Roasted 
           Wild Alaskan Salmon @ $50.00/person 
 

Events:          Silent Auction, Live Auction, Roast/   
            Toast of Arch, Arch Rebuttal & more 
 

Ex-military are encouraged to wear their dress mess 
and/or medals.   

This event is classified as a fund raiser, but more      
importantly, it is an opportunity to honor a very special 
Lion, community leader and bonafide war hero.  
 

More information to follow as we get closer to the date. 
 

DISTRICT 19C SPRING  

CONFERNCE 
March 6-7, 2009, LaQuinta Inn 

1425 E 27th Street Tacoma 
 

Great opportunity to: 
• Meet Lions from all over the District. 
• Attend great workshops & panels. 
• Hear excellent speakers. 
• Meet Past International Director John Pearce. 
• Broaden your understanding & appreciation of   

Lionism. 
 

For more information contact Secretary Joe Morales 
(858-8109 or joemm@centurytel.net). A registration 
form is at page 6. The club will pay for registration. 

FISH AUCTION 
THERMOMETER 
 

 

 

 

 
$500 

$400 

$300 

$200 

$100 

$000 

 
 $76.00 
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           A FEAST FOR FISH 
 

         Van and Bonnie Manning have generously 
         donated a Five Course Dinner for Six to 
be auctioned off at the Sweetheart Luncheon, February 
12th, with the entire proceeds going to FISH. The     
specifics follow: 
 

FIVE COURSE DINNER FOR SIX ADULTS 
 

     Appetizers/Champagne 
 

         Tomato Concasse 
 

         Roasted Vegetable and Corn Soup 
 

         Bibb Lettuce and 
                      Fresh Herb Salad with Roquefort 
 

   Assorted Breads and Rolls 
 

     SELECT ONE 
 

      Filet Mignon Beef Wellington 
  w/Pan Roasted Potatoes 

 

    OR 
 

    Hazelnut Crusted Rack of Lamb 
    w/Tomato Olive Ragout and Wild Rice 

     

     OR 
 

            Blue Cheese Butter Stuffed Chicken                                    
w/ Butter Infused Sauce and Wild Rice 

 

      OR 
 

       Roasted Salmon 
     w/Olive Mustard Butter and Orzo 

 

        Wines With Dinner/Coffee and Tea 
 

         Assorted Vegetables 
 

          Grand Marnier Laced Berries 
          Over  Lemon Decadence 

   

        OR 
 

       Lemon Crème and Blueberry Trifle 
 

 The following conditions will apply: 
 

 1. Minimum bid is $100.00. 
 

 2. The dinner will be prepared & served by the Mannings 
     at  their home. 
 

 3. Participants must agree on same entree & dessert. 
 

 4. Participants must agree on one of three dates provided. 
 

 5. Appetizers & Champagne will be served at 5:30 pm. 
 

 6. Menus are firm. No substitutions. 
 

 7.  ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE FISH FOOD BANK. 

 

 

             SAFEWAY  
COLLECTION FOR FISH 

 

         The Gig Harbor Lions will once again be 
manning the FISH collection point at Safeway,      
Friday, February 6. The shifts are for one hour start-
ing at 9:00 AM and are a great way to get involved 
with this premier food bank. And the best part, you 
are not selling or asking for anything. All you do is 
stand at the basket clearly marked for FISH and pass 
out a list of the items needed when requested only. 
To determine which shifts are open give President 
Elaine Morales a call at 858-8109 or send her an 
email at artzylady@centurytel.net. 

                             

   PBC BILL McMONNIES TAKES 
            OVER SALES OF THE 
      GIG HARBOR LIONS SHIRT  
 

Citing   his   proven   record   as   a super  
salesman, PBC Bill McMonnies has wrenched the 
sale of Gig Harbor Lions shirts away from BC Bob 
Wagers declaring Wagers’ record to date as “Pitiful, 
pitiful.” Therefore, if you wish to purchase one of 
these beautiful shirts, contact Super Salesman Bill  
McMonnies at any meeting or by phone at 851-7111 
or by email at lbmcmonnies@comcast.net 

 

     ZC RICK DRURY FOR 2ND 
      VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 

                   Zone Chairman Rick Drury has declared 
himself a candidate for the newly created  position of  
2nd Vice District Governor of District 19C. If       
successful, he will be our District Governor Lion 
Year 2011–2012. With ZC Rick now on the ballot, 
we will be voting for three good friends of the Gig 
Harbor Lions and the Early Birds at the District 19C 
Spring Conference, March 7th: 
 

          VDG Dave Pratt for District Governor 
          PZC Dan Comsia for Vice District Governor 
          ZC Rick Drury for 2nd Vice District Governor 
 

I’m sure you will agree that this is a strong leadership 
team. 
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       HARBORVIEW “NATURE WALK” 
                                FEBRUARY 28 
 

              Put on your walking shoes & join in the fun of 
“cleansing” our one mile stretch of  Harborview Drive. 
This is one hour of trash pickup, two hours of coffee & 
BS. Meet at the base of the Finholm Viewclimb, 9 AM. 



SCENES FROM THE JANUARY 12, 2009 MEETING 

Bruce Bugbee has everyone's atten-
tion as he shares the details of  his 

and Roberta’s Deutsche Bank project. 

Joe Morales to Sandy Bradley, “Bob 
Wagers ate how many of your Marion 

Berry pies?” 

Bill Amesbury & Gayle Burke take a 
break from discussing the Theory of 

Relativity. 

Gayle Burke, “Hell, I 
can’t even balance my 

check book.” 

“Golly Zee Whiz. And 
I didn’t even get one 

of those pies.” 

John Barelli entertains his section of the 
table consisting of Van & Bonnie Manning. 

Bill McMonnies & Steve Dreiling 

The ladies try to convince Shirley Wagers 
that she should become a Lion. 

It was “No dice.” 

“Bonnie Dear, you    
donated a how many 

course dinner for FISH?” 

Officer Steve Dreiling. 
There is just something 
about a man in uniform. 

Some of the loot donated for the FISH  
auction. 



Complete and give to Secretary Joe Morales prior to February 4, 2009. 


