
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A of  the Gig Harbor Lions Club  
 

 

 

 

Greetings Fellow Lions 

Fall is upon us. We are in another season that brings some 

sunny calm days and some stormy days.  Our lives are some-

times like the weather calm and smooth or a little stormy at 

times.  Through it all we persevere, with the support of fam-

ily and friends.  Itõs Teamwork at its best.  Our Gig Har-

bor Lions Club consists of family members and friends who 

have joined for individual reasons. We bring our desire to help others, our 

passion for specific areas of service, our skills and gifts. As a Gig Harbor Lion 

you became an integral member of a team.  Teamwork is more than just 

membership.  It is working together to meet the purpose and goals of Lion-

ism.  Teamwork  is only successful when all the players actively participate 

and lend a hand in all aspects of the clubs activities.  A few examples: White 

Cane Days, the food bank or back pack program, the Relay for Life or MS 

projects, attending monthly meetings as well as the social functions of the 

club.  Working together as a team helps us to accomplish great things for the 
Community.  Lionõs teamwork can also extend to actively participating in 

District projects like the tree planting effort to meet the challenge of our In-

ternational President or attend another clubõs function to provide support.  
As we go forward this year I would ask you to identify how each of you can 

contribute to the team.   You might choose one project in which to partici-

pate.  You can encourage a member to think about stepping forward and seek 

training for a leadership role. Sometimes all that is required is a little encour-

agement. Plan to attend one of the social functions, or attend the noon 

Board/Business meeting once a month.  Teamwork  stimulates and encour-

ages members to get exited about their service and encourages them to invite 

others to join our Lionõs Club Team.  New members can suggest new pro-

jects, and bring a fresh perspective to Gig Harbor Lions as to other needs in 

the Community. I believe that each individual can make a difference and does 

so, but,  I strongly believe that as a Club we can impact our Community even 

more when we take a total team  approach.  
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On September 26, 1931 The International Association of Lions Clubs granted to 25 members 

(signatures affixed to charter) and to all regularly elected members and their successors a 

charter fully constituting them a local club under the name and title THE LIONS CLUB OF 

GIG HARBOR.  The charter was signed by international president Julien C. Hyer  and by 

International Secretary Melvin Jones. 
Our club has now served our community for eighty years and is still going strong and commit-

ted to helping people in need.   

SANTAõS BACKPACK PROJECT LAUNCHED 

Our Club is developing  a Santaõs Backpack project to give children in the 

food backpack program  a new toy for Christmas.  There are approxi-

mately 250 children involved in the Food Backpack program . This year Bill 

McMonnies will be collecting for the Santaõs Backpack program in lieu of 

the Toys for Tots collecting we have done in past years.  In  addition, we 

will be soliciting sponsorships from various businesses around town.  If you 

want to provide a toy for these needy children please contribute when Bill 

gets ready to start the collection.  Cash contributions are also welcomed.   

 

For more details please contact Dave McKenney. 



 

 

LOW VISION SYMPOSIUM  

The Gig Harbor Lions sponsored their annual Low Vision Symposium at Cottesmore on 

Sept. 17th 2011.  Key speakers were: Dr. Thomas Porter, O.D. Director of Low Vi-

sion Services, St. Louis University Hospital and Dr. Tueng  Shen M.D. Associate 

Professor of Opthalmology at  Univ. of Washington.  Dr. Porterõs practice is in the 

care and treatment of people living in low vision .  Dr. Shen is a surgeon and researcher as 

well as a member of Seattleõs University Lions Club.  She presented information on artificial  

corneas and on contact lenses that contain a tiny microchip that allows Diabetic clients 

who wear them to have an ongoing  measuring of their blood sugar levels without having to 

prick their fingers. 

 
Thank you to Gig Harbor Lion Dick Dixon for his passion to help people living with low 

vision and for spearheading this symposium each year. 

DIABETES SCREENING EVENT  

Gig Harbor Lions was invited by the Bremerton School District to sponsor a Diabetes 

Screening event at the School Districtõs annual fair.   

 
Bonnie Manning, a registered Nurse, our District Diabetes Advisor and Darryl Thomas 

from Bayer Company as well as Connie from Northwest Endocrinolgy ran the screen-

ing.  Information was provided to all who came by on Diabetes in general as well as the 

Lions role in Diabetes awareness and Camp Leo.  We had about 60 people come 

through for screening and we are currently in discussions about returning next year. 



 

A LETTER OF APPRECIATION TO A GIG HARBOR LION  

 

 

 

 

September 26, 2011 

Mr. Richard Dixon 

 

Dear Dick, 
On behalf of the Gig Harbor Lions Club, I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your vision and dedication to 

bring assistance to those in our community who are living with low vision. 
I want to recognize you for your time and efforts to make the following programs a success. Because of your efforts 

we have a Low Vision Support Group as well as the Low Vision Clinic here in the Harbor. You have also had the 

vision to initiate a Low Vision Symposium for the past few years and have provided outstanding speakers for the 

clients who attend. 
Lions are about partnership and you have successfully partnered with Harbor Optical to provide a venue for your 

clinic as well as partnered with Cottesmore of Life Care and Harbor Place to hold the annual symposiums as well as 

the support group meetings at those facilities. 
 Thank you for spearheading these valuable services within our Lions Club.  It is because of Lions like you that our 

challenge from Helen Keller to be Knights of the Blind is being met. 

 

Sincerely 

Bonnie 

Bonnie Manning  

President Gig Harbor Lions Club 

 

 



GIG HARBOR LIONS LERC SATELLITE  

On August 17 the Gig Harbor Lions held a recycling work party at our LERC 

satellite.  Over 1200 eyeglasses were examined and packaged for further 

processing at the LERC EYEGLASS RECYCLING CENTER.  Thanks to Lions 

Elaine and Joe Morales, Dave McKenney, Sandy Bradley, Bonnie Manning and 

Bob Wagers for participating.  A potluck was enjoyed by all after the work 

session.   

ADOPT A ROAD PROJECT  

On August 27, 2012 our Lions Club cleaned up North Harborview Drive.   Lions Jim Panks, Bob Wa-

gers, Bill McMonnies, Pat Phillips and  Doug Johnson  participated and had a lot of fun!  Note picture 

below of Lois McMonnies trying to help by throwing  out the first bag of garbage. 
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THE GIG HARBOR DOG WALK 

On Saturday Sept. 17 our Lions Club  held a fund raising project at the Harbor 

Hounds Festival .We sold our famous gourmet hot dogs and made after expenses 

$532.00.  Lions participating were Bob Gootkin, Al Aosved, Doug Johnson, Van & 

Bonnie Manning, Bill McMonnies, Joe & Elaine Morales, Pat Phillips, Dave Mckenney, 

John Kirry, Frank Hawkins, Bill Amesbury, Bob Wagers, Jim Panks, Ted Ralston and  

Sandy Bradley.  Lloyd Sutherland also stopped by to provide support.  Thanks to all 

for a JOB WELL DONE! 



DISTRICT GOVERNOR  VISITS GIG HARBOR LIONS 

CLUB  

District Governor Rick Drury made his official visit to our club at our 

Monday morning breakfast meeting  on  September 26, 2011. 

DG  Rick Drury, Zone  Chair Tom Riley, Presi-

dent Bonnie and Assist Zone Chair Kim Riley 

District Governor Riley meets with the Gig Har-

bor Lions Club board. 



 

Page 8  

CLUB BULLETIN BOARD  

2012 CALENDARS  

 
Our club 2012 club calendars 

are now on sale.   This is our 

major fund raising project for 

the year and we need all club members to help 

promote and sell our calendars. REMEMBER:    

All proceeds go to helping people in need. 

COLLECTING FOR 

BACKPACKS FOR KIDS  

 
This year we will be collect-

ing food each month to sup-

port the backpacks for kids program. Over 

250 school kids are now in the program.  

Collections are scheduled at Albertsons on 

Oct. 28, Nov. 18, and Dec. 16.  Please see 

Frank or Elaine to signup for a shift 

CLUB VISITATIONS  

 
Club members participat-

ing  in September visita-

tions were: 

 

Sept.   Bremerton CentralñBob Wagers  

 
Sept.  27 Silverdale Sunriseñ Bonnie and 

Van Manning, David McKenney, Sandy 

Bradley and Bob Wagers.  

IMPORTANT DATES OF 

EVENTS  
October 11-9:30-11:00AM 

Low Vision Support Group, 

Harbor Place 

 

October 13-16 ñFall Form in Yakima WA 

 

October 27ñTacoma Downtown Visitation 

 
November  19th ñGIG HAR-

BOR LIONS PLANNING SES-

SION, 9AM -NOON AT HAR-

BORPLACE  

Lions Christmas Party 
 

THE GIG HARBOR LIONS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

IS SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 17, 2011 AT HARBOR-

PLACE.  ALWAYS A FUN TIME!  PLEASE PLAN ON AT-

TENDING.  DETAILS WILL FOLLOW IN NEXT MONTHõS 

NEWSLETTER  



Gig Harbor Lions at Work  

2011-2012 

1st V.P. Van Manning                          2nd V.P. Dave McKenney                       3rd V.P. Frank Hankins                                                                                                                                 
Administration                                      Community Services                             Fund Raising                                                                                     
Archives/History                                   Adopt a Street-Doug Johnson             Calendars-John Kirry           
Bulletin-Van Manning                          Back Pack for kids-Frank Hankins       Dimes for Diabetes-Bonnie  
Conventions-Joe Morales                    Boat Works-Frank Hankins                  MS Walk-Bob Wagers 
Greeters-Everyone                                Fish food bank-Elaine Morales           Relay for life-Marilyn Jacobs/ 
Orientation/Lions Ed.-Bob Wagers    LERC Sat.-Joe Morales                          Bonnie Manning                    
Programs-Membership                        Low Vision-Dick Dixon                          Second time around-Bill 
Public Relations-Elaine Morales         Scholarships-Gail Ferguson                 McMonnies 
Raffle-Sandy Bradley                             Sight & Hearing-Van Manning           The Gig-Van Manning                               
Social-Sandy/Elaine/Bonnie                                                                                  White Canes-Sandy Bradley 
Sunshine-Jeanie Phillips 
Endowment Fund-Gail Ferguson 
 
 
Questions about these programs or you want to help  and be directly involved, please  communicate with  your pro-
gram chairs.  Phone  numbers and  e-mail addresses  are in our Gig Harbor Lions  directory 


