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Greetings Fellow Lions 
Itõs hard to believe that Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  We have so many 

things for which we can give thanks.   As we enter the holiday season I am thankful 

for each one of you and the talents and service you share through our club with 

the community. We are hard at work with our annual fundraiser, the beautiful Gig 

Harbor Calendars.  Thank you Doug Johnson and John Kirry for  co-chairing this 

endeavor and those Lions who faithfully show up at the Post Office in Gig Harbor 

and at the Nichols Center on Fox Island to work as well as those who  have calen-

dars at your place of business for your clients. We need more workers. Please call Doug and take a 

shift.  We are collecting food at Albertsons one Friday a month for Kids Backpacks. Thank you Sandy 

and Elaine and we are packing backpacks each Wed. Thanks Frank for spearheading that activity.  Our 

next project is to purchase and wrap gifts for backpack kids.   Thank you to everyone who at-

tended the Anniversary Party of our 80 th  years as a Club.   We had many Club Members 

who donated beautiful items for our raffle and auction. They were Bruce Gair, The Keep-

ing Room,  Vonnie and Bob Moore, our auction  organizers, Marilyn Jacobs from Rain 

Dawg Designs, Kit Kuhn, Kit Kuhn Jewelers, Joe and Elaine Morales, Van and Bonnie Man-

ning, John Kirry, Sandy Bradley, Linda Gair, of Pastiche in Tacoma and Bob Wagers, Frank 

Hankins, Dave McKenney, Bruce Bugbee  and Jodi Hocking of Cottesmore of Life Care. 

THANK YOU!!  C ongratulations to John Kirry.  He has received three 

awards.  The Zone Chair Excellence Award, the Zone Newsletter 
Excellence Award and was recognized with The Founders Fellow 

Award as recognition for the promotion of the North West Lions 

Eyeglass Recycling Center.  Joe Morales received the Club Secre-

tary Excellence Award and Gig Harbor received the Club Excel-

lence Award under Sandy Bradleyõs Leadership.   The Lionõs Leadership Insti-

tute is to be held here in Gig Harbor February 9-11, 2012We plan to have members attend.  Please let 

me know if you are interested.  It prepares you to take on a leadership role in the Club. We have our 

Club Retreat Planning session on Saturday November 19, 2011 from 9am-12noon at Harbor Place in 

the theatre room.  2nd vice District Governor Marilyn Danby will facilitate.  It costs only your time.  

Food will be served. It is vital that you attend and provide input and energy for our future plans.  

CHRISTMAS PARTY is on Saturday December 17, 2011 in the theatre Room at Harbor  

Place.  We will provide Hors Dõouerves and dessert.  There will be a dinner.  More information is 

forthcoming.  

 I AM COUNTING ON YOU ALL TO PARTICIPATE in OUR 

PLANNING SESSION as well as OUR FUNDRAISERS.  
Best wishes for a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to you 

and your families.  
 
 

Bonnie Manning 

President 

 

Sandy Bradley 

Immed. Past Pres, 

 

Van Manning 

1st Vice Pres 

. 

Dave McKenney 

2nd Vice Pres. 

 

Frank Hankins 

3rd Vice Pres. 

 

Joe Morales 

Secretary 

 

Bill Arness 

Treasurer 

 

John Kirry 
Doug Johnson 

Tail Twisters 

 

 

Bill Amesbury 

Lion Tamer 

 

Bob Wagers 

Leadership 

 

Board of Directors 

Al Aosved 

Bruce Bugbee 

Dick Dixon 

Jodi Hocking 

Bill McMonnies 

Elaine Morales 

Meetings 2nd & 4th Monday, 7am , Madrona Golf Course; Business 

luncheon meeting, 11:30 am , 1st Thurs. Harbor Place 
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GIG HARBOR LIONS  

CALENDARS 2012 

Calendar sales are continuing every Weds. and Friday in front of the main Gig harbor 

post office.  Sales will occur at the Fox Island market on the 1st Sat of the month in Nov. 

and Dec.  We will also have a booth at Winterfest. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Your presence and enthusiasm are needed.  Funding for 

the good works that the Gig Harbor Lions do starts here with our biggest fund raiser.   
PLEASE VOLUNTEER AND SIGN UP WITH DOUG JOHNSON AT 

253-468-6265. 



 

 

BACKPACKS FOR 

KIDS 

Our Club is continuing to serve our community by supporting the Backpack for Kids pro-

gram which supplies backpacks full of non-perishable food items to kids in need.  Without 

this food many children in our community would go hungry on weekends. 

 
This month our club launched a new project by collecting food and money at Albertsons to 

support the Backpack4Kids program.  For November, we collected two full carts of food and 

$148.51 in cash.  A special thanks to Sandy Bradley, Frank Hankins, Bonnie Manning, Elaine 

and Joe Morales, and Bob Wagers for standing in the cold volunteering their time to help the 

kids. 

 
Every Wednesday, two Gig Harbor Lions contribute a half hour of their time by packing the 

backpacks with food items.  November volunteers include Al Aosved, Dave McKenney, 

Frank Hankins, Bonnie Manning, and Joe Morales. 

HELPING KIDS IS IMPORTANT TO US!  Our   

club is committed to supporting this program by volun-

teering to serve and by donations of dollars raised 

through fund raising.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!!  Con-

tact Frank Hankins (253-225-7241) or Sandy Bradley 

(253-858-8823) today to volunteer. 

 



 

GIG HARBOR LIONS 

FUND RAISING AT WORK 

Kjersh Johnson scholarship  

Recipient 2010  

$1000.00 CONTRIBUTION 

TO FISH 



GIG HARBOR LIONS 

CELEBRATE 80 YEARS 

Saturday, October 22, 2011, members of the Gig  Harbor Lions Club and their guests celebrated the 80th 

anniversary of the chartering of Gig Harbor Lions.  The dinner event was held at Gig Harborõs Kensington  

Gardens.  The party was lots of fun and a great evening to remember in honoring  the oldest service club  

in our community.  Featured speaker was humorist, columnist and TV personality Dorothy Wilhelm who  

kept the audience laughing throughout her presentation.  The club contributed over $500 to Wilhelmõs 

charity of choice, Friends of Orphans, in honor of Port Orchard resident Molly Hightower who lost her 

life in the Haiti earthquake.  Lion Bob Wagers provided a brief history of the Gig Harbor Lions.  When 

charted in 1931, the Gig Harbor Lions actually preceded establishment of the cityõs government.  Many 

signers of the original charter were members of founding families such as Skansi, Peacock, Uddenberg, 

Finholm and Edwards whose families now have streets , parks, and neighborhoods  named after them. 

Dorothy Wilhelm 

Humorist, columnist, TV personality 
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GIG HARBOR LIONS  

CELEBRATING THE 80TH 


