
 

 

 

Greetings to you all, 

 
òItõs a wonderful time of the year!ó   I know some will say òitõs too cold and miserable or 

BAH Humbug!  Or itõs too commercial.ó  I choose to think positively .  This is my 

most favorite time of year.  Itõs a time to remember family traditions as we take time with 

our families, children, grand children, and friends. 

 
What do you recall about the Christmas Season?   I remember sitting in front of a roaring fireplace, with   the 

adults drinking a hot toddy and the kids drinking a mug of hot cider or cocoa after playing in the snow.  We 

went though the neighborhood caroling or stood around the piano singing carols, and attended Church on 

Christmas Day or Christmas Eve to truly acknowledge the reason for our celebration.   I remember  the aroma 

of mouth watering  goodies that  my mother would be  baking and  watch as my father hung each piece of tinsel 

individually so our tree shimmered when the lights  came on.  We looked forward with anticipation to the one 

or maybe two gifts and our Christmas stocking that held surprises for us on Christmas morning.  I trust your 

memories are good ones also.  Our family grew up knowing that although we were blessed there were people 

less fortunate than us and I can remember we provided food, clothing, whatever we could to help others, just 

like our Lionõs Club does year round. 

 
Our members have been so busy this first half of the year.  We continue to work hard as we processed about 

10,000 glasses at our Gig Harbor LERC Satellite in November. We collected approximately 300 plus pounds of 

food for the backpack program as well as $170.00 plus in cash donations from the public.   I want to thank 

Elaine, Sandy, Frank and Dave for shopping for the Santaõs Backpack gift program we started this year at Dave 

McKenneyõs suggestion...  We are providing a total of $300.00 worth of gift certificates ($15.00) each to a total 

of 20 Junior High and High School Kids and toys and books to   elementary school children in Gig Harbor. They 

are wrapped and will be sent home in their food backpacks for Christmas.  We provided sandwich trays, cookies 

and fruit to our First responders on November 30th to thank them for their service.  Individual members gave 

generously, writing checks to assist the programs to feed the hungry in our Community and to support a pro-

gram to help Orphans in Haiti.  We plan to be as busy in the second half of the year also. At our planning retreat 

we proposed sending out an assessment form to each member for input on what other things we can do for the 

community, how we can improve, how we can grow.  The questionnaire will be coming to you in January so 

please complete it and return it. This will help us be even better in 2012 as WE SERVEé 

  
I wish each of you and your families the joy and blessings of a Merry Christmas and good health, 

happiness and success in the year to come.  
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GIG HARBOR LIONS  

CALENDARS 2012 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  At the Dec. 12th regular meeting, we enter the home stretch.  

Weõll be sending every Lion home with a big handful of calendars to distribute to your friends, 

favorite medical office or business by the first of the year.ñ Sold or given.  Obviously we would 

love to sell them and use the proceeds to fund  so many needs in the community, but would be 

very happy to have them hanging in homes throughout the areañno matter how they get there! 

 

VOLUNTEER:  Our crack sales team continues to do their thing outside the Gig Harbor 

Post Office on Weds. and Fri. Holiday mailing has brought a new group  of potential customers.  

Time slots still available.  Call Doug Johnson at 468-6265 to join the team 
 



 

 

BACKPACKS FOR 

KIDS 

GREAT NEWS!!  On Nov. 18th we collected at Albertsons 391 lbs of food and  

$161.50 in cash for the back packs for kids program.  Thanks to Sandy Bradley,  Frank 

Hankins, Joe & Elaine Morales, Doug Johnson and Bill Amesbury who sacrificed their 

warm cozy environments for the miserable cold to help with the collection.  Your 

time and trouble are very appreciated by all associated with the Back Pack For Kids 

Program.   

 
The next packing at the Baptist church is Wednesday Dec. 14th.  And the schedule is 

fullñthanks to packers extraordinaire Bob Wagers and Dave McKenney.  The 14th will 

be the last Weds. packing day for 2011. 



 

THANK YOU  

GIG HARBOR  

LIONS  

Thank you letter from Carl and Sharon Miller for helping them with eye 

exams and eye glasses. 



SANTAõS BACKPACKS 

FOR  KIDS  

Sandy Bradley, Frank Hawkins, Dave 

McKenney, Bonnie Manning and Elaine 

Morales busy Christmas shopping for the 

kids.  Lots of fun and a great time was had 

by everyone. 

Sandy, Dave, Elaine and Bon-

nie (she took photo) wrap-

ping  and getting the gifts 

ready for the packpacks 

Santaõs Backpack program for kids began as a result of an idea from Dave 

McKenney.  This year we started by targeting the children from the Penin-

sula Baptist Backpack Center.  We received the ages and gender of 62 

children.  With donations of money we provided gifts for all the elemen-

tary children on our list as well as gift certificates for the Junior and High 

School Kids. 



The last piece of the puzzle  
After working at the NWLERC for the past 6 years sorting, wash-

ing and neutralizing (identifying the prescription) glasses Jeannie 

wanted to see the last piece of the puzzle which would be the ac-

tual fitting of a pair of these glasses on a sight challenged person 

living in a developing country.  
The opportunity presented itself when she was accepted on an i -

CARE mission going to Jamaica.  NWLERC donated several hun-

dred pair of glasses being shipped ahead of the volunteers.  
While on duty all the volunteers worked 10 hour days in high hu-

midity with heat to match.  The conditions were very primitive but 

the joy, of the people receiving the gift of sight made up for any un-

comfortable conditions.  
The team served over 1600 recipients many of them bringing 

sugar cane, papayas and hugs as payment in full.  Jamaica has the 

most loving people you can ever come in contact with.  
Jeannie returned home more eager than ever to continue the 

work needed to make this world a better place.  Sight plays a ma-

jor role in this conviction, please keep in mind each time you do-

nate a pair of useable glasses you have brought hope to someone 

in need.  
Through the eyeglass donations made by the Gig Harbor commu-

nity you can all celebrate the facts; over 500 hundred recipients 

can now enjoy sight.  5,700 pairs donated equates to one in 10 pair 

makes the grade to go on to becoming a mission ready pair of 

glasses. 
On behalf of the NWLERC òthank youó Gig Harbor Lions and the 

Gig Harbor community for your generosity.   

Warm regards,  

Jeannie Phillips/President Northwest Lions Recycling Center  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
LOYD 

Loyd Sutherland recently celebrated his 90th birthday.  He has been an 

active Gig Harbor Lions member since 1993.  His sponsor is Bob Wagers.  

He was a recipient of the Melvin Jones award in 2004.  Gig Harbor Lions 

whishes you the happiest of birthdays!!.  Thank you for being  a great Lion!   



GIG HARBOR LIONS  

LERC SATELLITE  

Eleven Lions plus three potential members spent 2 hours of hard work and processed 

over 7000 glasses that will be sent down to LERC for washing, reading, classifying and  

shipped in upcoming missions all over the world.  Being together and doing good work 

for our fellow man is what Lions is all about!  The work was good and the food  was 

great.  Thanks to Bill and Clara Amsbury, Sandy Bradley, Bruce Farrington, Frank 

Hankins, Loren and Joe  Howl, John Kirry, Bill McMonnies, Van and Bonnie Manning, Joe 

and Elaine Morales, and Jeannie and Pat Phillips for all their help.   

HONORING OUR FIRST RESPONDER  

TEAMS  

Gig Harbor Lions thanking the Gig harbor Police Department and the Kimball 

Drive Command Center for their great work as Peace Officers, Fire Fighters 

and Paramedics.  Bonnie Manning and Sandy Bradley delivered on behalf of the 

Club sandwich trays, tangerines and home baked cookies (by Sandy) to both 

stations. The goodies were much appreciated! 


