
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A of  the Gig Harbor Lions Club  
 

 

Hello Everyone, 

I trust you are enjoying your summer.  
 We have had a busy start to our Lionõs Year beginning with our 

International Convention in Seattle.  
DR. TAM  is the new International President.  His mantra 

this year is:  òBELIEVE. ò He stated: òBelieving is different 

from thinking.   It has three other Key Elements:  Courage, 

Commitment and Actionó  òIf we BELIEVE, we can ac-

complish anything.  
The Club has two key events being held on Saturday July 

17, 2011.  

1.  The Annual Low Vision Symposium at Cottesmore from 10 a.m. - 12 

noon.    Taking the lead is Dick Dixon, our Low Vision expert.     His hard-

working committee has planned an excellent program. The speakers are experts in 

the field of Ophthalmology.  It is important for each of us to invite family, 

neighbors, friends, and care providers to attend.   

2.    Our Coney Island Hot Dog Fundraiser at the Harbor Hounds from 

10a.m. -3 p.m.   We were invited by the Rotary Club to be the food vendor for 

this event.  Van Manning and his crew are already hard at work.  We had great 

success at the Gig with this project.   

Both are equally important Signature Events for our club.  We need 

workers at both to be successful.  

I want to share the question our new MD -19 Council Chair Hal Palmer, 

has posed to us all:  WHAT IF?    

What if Lions Clubs didnõt exist?  What if members didnõt have a passion 

for sight and hearing and other Community issues?   

SO I AM ASKING YOU.  òWHAT IFó as members of Gig Harbor Lions, 

weó BELIEVEó that our club can have two successful events in one day?  

Think of the benefit to our Community.  See you on September 17 th  
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September 17, 2011 

10:00 to 12:00 Noon 

At Cottesmore of Life 

 

FEATURED SPEAKER: 

 
Dr. Thomas Porter, OD, Director of Low Vision Services, St. 

Louis Univ. Hospital 

 

LOW VISION PANEL MEMBERS: 

 

Ms. Laura Beigh, Wash. St. Dept. of Services for the blind 
Mr. Joseph Buttazzoni, Western Regional Mgr. Eschenbach Optik 

of America 

Contact Dick Dixon for details 

LIONS DAY AT THE BALL PARK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approximately 70 Lions attended the game yesterday. Skies were a little overcast but it didnõt rain.  

We had great seats and a good time of fellowship. The following Clubs attended: Gig Harbor, Ta-

coma Downtown, Tacoma South -East, Eatonville Daybreak, Poulsbo Noon and Night 

and Lakewood First.  

 
The following Gig Harbor Lions attended:  Joe and Elaine Morales, Bruce and Roberta Bug-

bee, Pat and Jeannie Phillips, Bob and Sandy Bradley, Bob Wagers, Gretchen Wilbur 

and Van and Bonnie Manning.  

 
Each Lion received a free raffle ticket from the Gig Harbor Club and Tacoma Rainiers 
donated a Bag of gifts:  The bag, 2 hats, 2 shirts, a voucher for 4 reserved seats for an-

other game and a bobble head doll.  The winners were John and Judith Ann Bergvall.  

 

 

 



A DAY AT CAMP LEO  

 
The following Gig Harbor Lions spent Thursday July 20th at Camp Leo.  Elaine and Joe Morales,  

Doug Johnson, Jeannie and Pat Phillips, John Kirry, Sandy Bradley, Bonnie Manning and 

her grand daughters Alexi and Mackenzie Manning .  We worked hard, and met some great 

kids.  
At the end of the day we were rewarded with an invitation to the Kirry Cabin at Lake Nawatzel to 

enjoy, a great Spaghetti Dinner and all the trimmings.  Thank you JOHN and SHARON .  What 

a great end to a worthwhile day. 
Bonnie is your Diabetes Awareness Chair this year for District 19-C and she is encouraging our 

club to continue to participate in the Dimes For Diabetes Campaign, and continue to help increase 

awareness of this disease in our community. The Dimes for Diabetes will sponsor a child for camp 

or provide educational materials to community members.  Jan (Norman) Weatherly is the Diabetes 

Awareness Chair for Multiple District 19.  Her goal for this year is EDUCATION. 

 

 



 

 

LIONS HELPING KIDS 

AT CAMP LEO 

LIONS RELAXING 

AFTER WORK 
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OUR CLUB HAS TWO NEW MEMBERS  

At our July 11, 2011 meeting First Vice District Governor Dave Ris-

ley inducted Bob and Alynne Gootkin to the Gig Harbor Lions Club.  

Van & Bonnie Manning are cosponsors 

Bobõs hometown is Wallingford CT.  And Alynneõs is Port Angeles WA. 

They were married in Connecticut in 1989 and moved to Washington 

State in 1990.  They have three children, a dog and a cat.  Kyle is 21 

and a senior at Western Washington University majoring in journalism.  

Keely is almost 15 and will be a freshman at Peninsula H.S. this fall.  

Keyan is twelve and will be in the 7th grade at Harbor Ridge.  Tamar is 

their spider eating cat and Elijah is our schneagle dog.  Bob and Alynne 

are joint owners of Eagle Construction which specializes in siding and 

window installation and fire/storm restoration.  In addition,  Alynne is 

an accountant and she also works at Pamõs Pearl jewelry.  They joined 

Lions to serve their community by helping people in need. 



FOOD BACKPACKS FOR KIDS  

LIONS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION  
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Believe it or not summer is almost over and kids will be going back to 

school next month.  Our club is continuing to support the Backpack for Kids 

program which supplies backpacks full of foods to kids in need..  The back-

packs include a variety of items, from cereal to potatoes to powdered milk.  

Volunteers also throw in occasional treats.   

 
Food Backpacks for Kids currently serves Harbor Heights, Minter Creek, 

Voyager, Discovery and Evergreen elementary schools and Henderson Bay 

High School.  It hopes to expand services in the near future with community 

support 

 
Helping kids in need is important to us!  Our Lions club is committed to 

supporting  this program by volunteering to serve and by donations of dol-

lars raised through fund raising.  In addition, please bring  non-perishable 

food items to our meetings.  All donations will help fill those pack packs.  

Contact Frank Hankins 253-225-7241 for help 

 
Thank you to those Gig Harbor Lions who gave of their time at the Interna-

tional Convention. Our Greeters at the SeaTac Hotels were:  John Kirry, 

Bruce Bugbee, Dick Dixon, Sandy Bradley, Frank Hankins, Doug 

Johnson, Joe and Elaine Morales.  What great ambassadors for our zone 
and host committee.  Pat and Jeannie Phillips and John Kirry set up and 

ran our LERC display at the Convention Center.  John Kirry and Bonnie 

Manning worked with the District Governors Tree planting event and John 

escorted the truck with the trees to the Center in Puyallup for their care and 

planting.  Bonnie Manning served as a monitor for the District Governor 

School at the Convention and a zone Captain for the greeters at SEATAC.  

Sandy Bradley donned the MD-19 uniform and was our representative in the 

International Parade.  Jim Panks braved the crowds and shared his photos of 

the parade with us.  The Diabetes Float  we supported took first place.  Look 

for the pictures in the news letter. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL PARADE  

 


