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The Gavel is Passed

“There is no better way to
thank God for your sight
than by giving a helping
hand to someone in the
dark.”

(Helen Keller)

As John retires his huge shoes
| can’t thank him enough for
the leadership he graciously
bestowed upon us. Through
trials and tribulations, ups and
some downs he brought us
through two years of magnifi-
cent growth. The inception of
our newsletter “FOCUS”
gives clubs/volunteers an in-
side picture of how we work
and have fun while doing it.

I’'m pleased to say he won’t be
far away from the hustle/
bustle of the NWLERC be-
cause once bitten you’re in for
the long haul.

As your President of
NWLERC 2010-2012 may |
tell you how proud | am of the

PZC Jeannie Phillips
takes the Helm at
NWLERC

work being accomplished by
you! We have achieved so
many milestones and goals in
our 6 years of service, yet we
are still considered one of the
baby LERC’s. Several others
have more than 20 years on us.
As we go about setting new
goals one thing we won’t ever
compromise is “Quality Assur-
ance.” Our reputation is out

there, our glasses are sought after
because of our commitment to
our motto “if you won’t wear
them, don’t ask others to.

| hope your club is part of our
program, if so you’ve already won
the utmost appreciation of our
executive committee and staff.
Our Board of Directors is out in
their respected Districts spreading
the message of NWLERC, we ap-
plaud your efforts, keep up the
great work. Our || Satellites con-
sist of 84 clubs. You’re definitely
making a difference.

We have lots of opportunities for
your club to do hands on work
right there in the comfort of your
community. We can bring a pro-
gram to your club just for the ask-
ing. We love what we’re doing
and want you to experience the
same.

Let’s get started!!

Volunteer,
Jeannie PhillipssNWLERC
President

Mission #100 Is In the Books!

As you may recall from past
issues of Focus, NWLERC is
approaching some significant
milestones in our short 6-
year history.

Just last month, we attained
the lofty goal of having col-
lected one million pairs of

used eyeglasses for processing in
our center.

The latest barrier to be cracked
Fit-
tingly, this mission was closer to
home than many.

is the 100 mission barrier.

Our 100th mission was providing

reading glasses and non-
prescription sunglasses to
homeless and low income indi-
viduals in Snohomish county.

See the full story on the next
page.



Snohomish County Homeless Con

On June 29, six members of the NWLERC staff participated in the second annual Snohomish
County Homeless Connect held in Everett.. During the event, NWLERC provided 70 pairs of
reading glasses and 150 pairs of sunglasses to some of the 223 people in need of vision services
that day. Mission providers VOSH and Luxottica Eyewear teamed up to provide over 170 eye-
glass prescriptions to needy individuals.

Top Left: Bob Pinson uses the Glaucoma
tester provided by the Sight and Hearing Van.
Top Right. Hundreds line up for services at the
event.

Center Left: Pat Baron administers a visual
acuity test.

Center Right: Jim LaBelle checks in clients
and reads their prescription eyeglasses.

Left: Event co-Chair and NWLERC District B
Director, Sue Campbell, poses with
NWLERC President Jeannie Phillips.




NWLERC Helps Disabled Studen

By PDG Jim LaBelle

Earlier this year, two staff mem-
bers from The Northwest Lions
Eyeglass Recycling Center
(NWLERC) volunteered to start a
pilot program to help mentor
disabled kids.

Lions Jim LaBelle and Bill Miller
are working with the North
Thurston Public School district in
a program called Vocational
Opportunities for Independent
Community Employment,
(V.O.I.C.E.). This program helps
developmentally disabled students,
aged 18 to 21, learn job skills that
will help them in their future lives.

Four students come to the
NWLERC Operations

Center each week on Tuesday and
Thursday for two hours each day
to sort and inspect glasses, load
and unload our washing machines,
polish glasses and pack glasses that
will be shipped for recycling.

Duties outlined in this program may
seem minimal, but to VOICE stu-
dents it is experience that may help
them after graduation. "We have
planned a graduation party June 22,
the last day for this school year,"
said PDG Jim. "Mentoring these
VOICE students has been a

learning experience for us as well as
fun once we learned their habits and
personalities."

Foundation President John Kirry
sees this program as a direct tie-in
with the NWLERC mission. "When
our eyeglasses are distributed
throughout the world, we are living
up to our mission of “Changing
Lives, One Pair of Eyeglasses at a
Time” said John.

"This local school mentoring pro-
gram changes lives too, and we are
very pleased to be able to help

the local community. My personal
thanks go out to Jim and Bill for
taking on this worthwhile project."

The Northwest Lions Eyeglass Recy-

cling Center, an MD-19 Founda-
tion, was founded in 2004 by Dr
Bob Pinson, a retired US Army
Doctor of Optometry.

Since then, the foundation has
provided over 97,000 pairs of
glasses on 100 missions to 27
countries on four continents.

NWLERC was named the “2009
Recycler of the Year-Non Profit"
by the Washington State Recycling

- Students learn work skills under
the direction of PDG Jim LaBelle
and VP-Outreach, Bill Miller



NWLERC VP-Outreach Bill Miller and Immediate Past President John Kirry don their
Johnny Commando Space Helmets in preparation for blast-off and return to their home
planet. Apparent air leaks foiled their plans.

Upcoming E

July Executive Committee/staff meeting ,
Tuesday 13" at 6:30 (goodies always en-
joyed)

Work party at the facility, TBD

Awards potluck / Sept. 14™ 4:30 in place
of the Executive meeting. All volunteers
invited.

Patches and Trifecta Awards to be pre-
sented to the District Directors (Fall Con-
vention)

Eyeglass Mission Planned for
vef:

dor in November

Dr Ken Henderson, NWLERC Director in District H, sent this
note just before press time:

AThe third Lions trip to EI
to 14, 2010.  This year we will be doing an eye and

health clinic in the community of San Juan Opico in rural

El Salvador. If you are interested or have questions

please let me know as soon as possible. The number of
Lions and spouses is limited to 12. f

Dr Ken Henderson, OD

hendersonkod@hotmail.com
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9013 Mullen Road SE
Olympia WA 98543
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NWLERC Board of Directors

District B Sue Campbell Renton Lions

District C Dr Bob Pinson Lacey Sunrise Lions
District D Russ Fineman Moses Lake Lions
District E Howard Bergdoll Spokane Central Lions
District F Stacy Snodgrass Clarkston Lions

District G Stephen Staudinger Ft Vancouver Lions
District H Dr Ken Henderson Bellingham Central Lions
District | Marty Vetere Pt Townsend Branch Club




